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EEPOKT 
Kije Sutjjical Staff of tije JElDtiUscx H^ospital, 



WEEKLY BOARD AMD GOVEENOHS, 



JaEEiTMEST OF CANCEROUS 



;S IN THE HOSPITAL, 



3b the Chairman and Members of the Weekly Soard. 

GentlemeNj — The time has now arrived wheoj in 
accordance with the promise originally made by us, it 
becomes our duty to report to you upon the results of the 
method of treatment recently carried into esecution by Dr. 
Fell and ourBelvea, in the Cancer Wards of the Hospital. 

"We thiuk it well, first of all, to remind the Governors 
gcDerally, that the existence of a special endowment for 
the maintenance of patients afflicted with Cancer forma a 
feature by which the Middlesex is distinguished from all 
other general hospitals. Patients with cancerous dis- 
ease ai-e indeed temporarily received into other establish- 
ments ; but there nowhere else exists a fuud applicable 
to the permanent support of that unhappy class of 
Brs. 
Cancer charity originated so far back as the year 
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^^Hj^Eerers. 
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1791, in the benevolence of Mr, Samuel Whitbread, wl 
devoted a. considerable sum of money to its endowment 
By the terms of hia gift, it is provided "that patients 
labouring under eaueer requiring operation, spreading 
ulcerated cancers, and cancers returning after operation, 
shall remain an unlimited time, until either relieved by 
art, or released by death ; " and it is also specially di- 
rected that " the name of every patient admitted into 
the ward fitted up for the reception of patients afflicted 
with cancer, shall be entered in a journal ; and when, in 
the judgment of the medical gentlemen of the hospital, 
auy estraortlinary circumstance may occur, or any 
remedy be discovered, a record shall be made and kept 
of the same for the inspection of the public, agreeably 
to the spirit of the original paper presented by Mr, 
Howard,* which the donor particularly requests may be 
strictly adhered to/' 

Since the time of Mr, Whitbread, the Cancer fund has 
received various lai^e and important additions; so that 
at present it provides for tbe reception of 33 In-patienl 
and of an unlimited number of Out-patients. 

During tbe sisty-six years which have elapsed since 
foundation, the Governors of the Hospital have been 
desirous to diffuse the benefits of the Cancer establish- 
ment over as wide a circle as possible, by rendering it 
available for tbe trial of every new method of treatment 
wbicb could with safety and propriety be adopted : the 
sole condition upon which such experiments have been 
allowed to be conducted being, that those who proposed 
them should previously satisfy the Medical Staff of their 
safety, and within a reasonable period consent to make 
the treatment public. 

* At that time Surgeon to tljo Iloflpital, 
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OF THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

These rules, which are alike enjoined bj humanity, 
good sense, and professional etiquette, have, as may well 
be imagined, frequently been brought to the test. On the 
one hand, numerous so-called remedies for cancer have 
been proposed by persons both within and without the 
profession, and have been submitted to a fair trial iu the 
hospital: on the other hand, numerous applications to 
try remedies have been declined, because their proposers 
either desired to conceal the nature of them from the 
public, or refused to submit them to that rigorous in- 
vestigation which alone could render them available in 
practice. In tlie records of the Hospital are to be found 
various reports and communications upon these subjects, 
addressed by the medical officers to the Governors at 
large. 

One of the most remarkable forms the subject of the 
following minute : — 

" The Honourable J. C. Villiera read to the board an 
"extract from a letter of Mr. Angerstein, dated Muddi- 
"ford, the 29th of March, 1817, in which he states that 
" a gentleman of the name of Ashby is in possession of a 
"remedy for cancer and scrofula, and that the remedy 
" was applied to several eases in the presence of some of 
" his friends, with considerable benefit to the persons, 
" and that Mr. Ashby is anxious to apply it to the can- 
^^^^L/' cerous patients of this institution, under the inspection 
^^^^K' of the medical officers." 

^^^^P A statement of nine cases was also enclosed, of which 
^^^H the following is the only one of cancerous affection-- viz. 
^^^H " Mrs. Staddcn, a miller's wife, living at Soply, 
^^^B " afflicted with a cancer in her breast three montlis before 
^^^K''*Bhe- ' t to bed of her second child, now twenty 

^^^^^^mo: le applied to Mr. Charles Quortly, of 
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" Sir,— 

" On your testimony in favour of Mr. Asbby, and at 
" your earnest request to have his specific tried in ibis 
" Hospital, Tve have recommended t!ic same to our medi- 
"cal gentlemen. They have, after a patient iovestiga- 
" tion, returned a report which we think you ought to 
" be made acquainted with ; and we hope that the same 
"humane feelings which induced yoii to send this man 
" to us will now dictate, the propriety of using your in- 
"fiuence to prevent the recurrence of such deceit as we 
" find him giiilty of. 

"The Medical Committee report, that in the specific, 
" by which you supposed insects were drawn out of the 
"cancer, they sa,¥ the worms previous to its application 
" to the cancer. They were in hopes that Mr. Ashby 
" himself was deceived, hut by bis endeavours to conceal 
" the worms, even when detected, they are convinced that 
" he is an impostor, deserving punishment, if the law can 
" reach him, and certainly unworthy of your countenance. 
"When you reflect on the circumstance that worms, 
"taken from the intestines of uncleanly brutes, are, by 
"this man's act, attracted to the open sorea of the poor 
" creatures who submit to him, and that these ' reptiles ' 
*' are made thus to nestle in their bosoms, we feel as- 
"sured that you will be as indignant as we are, that 
"such practices are permitted, and especially against a 
" class of sufferers who demand all our sympathy." 

The above disgraceful fraud, attempted to he practised 
on the Hospital by Jlr. Ashby, led to the adoption of the 
following resolution : — " That upon an n made 






OP THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

*' by any person or personsj stating themselves to be pos- 
"eeaaed of a remedy for cancer, and which they wish to 
"be tried in the hospita], it shall be a preliminary rule 
" that the nature of the remedy to be made use of shall 
" be communicated to the surgeon and physician under 
"whose immediate care the patient, upon vthom the ex- 
" periment is to be tried, may be, in order that they may 
" enable the committee to determine on the propriety of 
" its application in the first instance ; which would he the 
" means of preventing an infinity of trouble to the medi- 
"cal officers; and, perhaps, render inefficacious the at- 
" tempts to impose upon the public, by persons stating 
"that they are making use of a supposed remedy under 
" the sanction of the medical officers of this institution j 
" which circumstance has already occurred in two in- 
" stances, namely, that of a Mr. Green, and Mr. Ashby." 

The investigationa on Cancer, which are the subject 
of the present Report, commenced, it may be stated, in 
the fact, that a considerable amount of interest has lately 
been excited in this metropolis, by certain methods of 
treating that disease known to be pursued, first, by Dr. 
Pattison, and subsequently by Dr. Fell, both physicians 
holding American diplomas. 

In November, 1852, the former of these gentlemen 
applied for permission to treat cases of Cancer in the 
Hospital : but as he declined to state the nature of the 
remedies employed by him, or to reveal them to the 
public when they had been fairly tested, his proposals 
were not acceded to. 

At a more recent period, when it was ascertained 
that the mode of treating Cancer adopted by Dr. Fell, of 
New York, had been approved by several medical men 
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in London, tte Weekly Board of the Hospital, ever 
alive to the importance of doing all in its power to 
advance the treatment of this intractahle complaint, 
entered into communication with Dr. Fell, with the 
object of making his plan available for the patients in 
the Cancer "Wards, At the time refeiTcd to, these com- 
munications led to no reanlt. But at a subsequent 
period. Dr. Fell came forward himself, and proposed to 
disclose his remedies under certain conditions; a copy of 
which is here subjoined — 

" 1. That twenty-five cases shall be selected by the 
surgeons and myself (fair cases), and placed in my entire 
care in one of the wards of the hospital, until the d^ease 
is entirely removed and a healthy sore produced, 

" 3. The time to be occupied in the treatmeait of the 
said cases not to extend over a period of more than eight 
months, without Ihc confront of both parties. 

" 3, That no person or persons shall seethe cases while 
under treatment, except the Surgeons and Physicians of 
the hospital, without my consent, and tliat no student, 
nurse, or other person shall be allowed to remove or in- 
terfere with ray dressing. 

"4. That th« diseased masses when removed shall be 
preserved and kept in the museum of the hospital for at 
least one year. 

" 5. That in the event of these conditions being satis- 
factory to the medical board and the governors, I will 
communicate to the Surgeons of the hospital the remedies 
and plan of treatment pursued by me, upon their j| 
ing themselves not to reveal or use the same v 
consent until a period of six months shall h 
when they shall have full power to do so. AaJ 
to publish a work upon the disease and its treT 
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:!fl)ove ia simply to reserve to myself the power of tlirow- 
ing the treatment open to the profession. 

" 6.. That upon the conclusion of the treatment of the 
cases placed under my care in the hospital to the satisfac- 
tion of the surgeons, I shall receive an acknowledgment 
to that effect from your honourable board of governors,'" 

It will be observed that these conditions include the 
fundamental principles upon which alone any method 
of treatment is permitted a trial in the Ifiddlcaex 
Hospital; viz. the satisfying of the Medical Staff that 
the remedies can be used with safety; and, secondly, 
the unreserved publication of them, so soon as they can 
be reasonably and fairly tried. 

The Surgeons of the Hospital had considered it their 
duty to inspect, in common with numerous other medi- 
cal men, cases of cancerous disease which had been 
treated by Dr. Fell : and they witnessed effects of a kind 
hitherto unknown to them. They were therefore quite 
ready to accept the terms upon which alone that gentle- 
man was willing to make his secret available to the 
patients in the Hospital, and subsequently to the public 
generally. 

Dr. Fell commenced treating patients in the Hospital 
on the 22nd of January last. After the lapse of a few 
weeks, he requested the Surgical Staff to make a Report, 
as far as they then could, upon the merits of the treatment 
pursued by him, with the object of inserting it in a book 
which he was about to publish on the subject of Cancer. 
subjoin a copy of our conclusions, as expressed in 
to the short time which had elapsed 
the treatment had been in operation, they were 
of an incomplete character : but we see no 
hem in any way. 

B 3 




SKTOKT or THE BCBOrCAL BT4FF. 

" I, I>r. Frfl'f mode of treatment is in entire aceord- 

"•ncewith known prindplM of turgery, is ingenious, eafe, 

I " and eaMy of application by wcll-inatmcted snrgeons. 

"II. It may t>c cmplnycfl in all cases in which sar- 

" gcoii* iij<c tlie knifej and in many others in wliich no 

" prudent [Mtrson would recommend a cutting operation. 

" Iir. Dr. Fell confines himself to the enucleation of 

* the tnmoiirs merely ; and, in the case of the breast, 

r" does not remove the entire gland, as is commonly 

1 " considered necessary in the excision of mammary 

" cancors in this country. 

" IV. It w a great advantage attending this mode of 
" treatment, that the patients are not confined to bed or 
"to the house; but that, on the contrary, ihcy are 
" iihlc to obtain the benefit of exercise in the open air. 
*' In some instances their ticalth has manifestly im- 
i " proved during the treatment, 

' V. Tlic patients being exempt from tlie immediate 

I " hazards of n cutting operation, such as exhaustion and 

I " liiomorrhnge, and being able to pursue the treatment 

" witiiout confinement to bed, they appear little prone to 

" such conHtitiitioual affections as erysipelas and pytemia. 

" Vf, The enucleation of the diseased masa ia auc- 

' ooodcd by a healthy granulating and cicatrizing surface. 

\ " Vtom the inupcction of I)r, Fell's private caaea of 

, '* longer duration than those in the hospital, the under- 

I " ligiiod hnvo had opportunities of observing that 

" healthy cicatrices are eventually formed. 

" Vll. All the patients have suffered pain during the 
" treatment ; sonic have spoken lightly of their sensations, 
" others have compliiined much. No one, however, has 
" Hiiataincd that acutcnoss and severity of pain which 
' oharaoteriscs the action of caustics, as ordinarily 
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■'employed; and it has been observed that the pain 
I " which has been felt has usually been referred, not to 
" the tumour itself, but to parts at some distance from 
" it, as in the case of the mamma, to the shoulder 
' and arm. 

"VIII. Although the treatment is less expeditions 
" than that usually resorted to, yet, taking account of 
" the average time that elapses before a patient has 
" completely recovered from a cutting operation, it is 
' probable that the difference between the two modes 
" of treatment, in point of expedition, is by no means 
" great. 

" IX. The undersigned have not as yet had time to 
" ascertain the average duration of the benefit con- 
" ferred by the treatment, nor have they any means of 
" knowing whether, in the event of a return of the 
" disease, there be any difference observable from what 
I " is known to take place after excision." 

The Treatment of Cancer, on the plan made known 
to us by Dr. Fell, has been employed in about sixty 
cases, during the past sis months. The patients were 
seen and dressed every day, Sundays usually excepted, 
and records were made as to the nature, treatment, 
progress, and liitherto observed results of the majority 
of the cases. These records form the basis of the 
present Report. 

Very early in the course of our observations, we were 
satisfied not only that this method of treatment was an 
improvement upon those preriously known, but that it 
might prove a boon to many persons hopelessly suffer- 



ing from adranced Cancer. Accordingly, the'principle 
opoQ wbicb patients were selected for treatment was 
aooa altered. Those firet chosen were, for the most 
put, such as might liave been subjected to a cutting 
openttoD ; and it was our object, as well as that of Dr. 
Pell, to compare the results of the two modes of treat- 
ment in cnses adapted for either. But when cases 
anautted for the knife presented themselves, in which 
tbcie appears) a reasonable prospect of conferring real, 
though it were only temporary, benefit by the treat- 
ment, it was adopted in them also. Dr. Fell made no 
natnc for the sake of his reputation, if any amount of 
good could be done ; and, accordingly, cases will be 
. fonnd detailed, which would never have been selected, 
if regard had been had only to the appearance they 
maid make in a judicial Eeport. Wc have hence 
obtained the advantage of being able to present a much 
more full account of both the successes and the failures 
of the treatment than could at first have been hoped. 
Still we regret to add that but too many patients offered 
themselves, in whom the disease had reached a stage 
beVond help from this, as from all other methods of treat- 
ment, except such as would merely palliate suffering. 

The cases selected were limited to that class of Cancer 
in which there existed some form of external Tumour 
or Ulcer. No instances of the disease in any of the 
internal oi^ns, were subjected either to the topic^ or 
constitutional mode of treatment. The chief situations 
of the disease, in the chosen cases, were the Female 
Breast, and the Skin. In one or other of these organs 
aU the common forms of cancer presented themselves;, 
and the action of the remedies upon them could 1 
visibly ascertained. 
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Conititutional Treatment. 
All the patients took, twice daily, a pill, composed of 
the root (rhizoma) of the Sanguinaria Canadensis, and 
Iodide of Arsenic, in the proportions of gr. \ of the 
former to gr. -^ of the latter. Each pill contained also 
one grain of the Extract of Conium. 

The arsenical preparation is a remedial agent of great 
power, which has heen employed for several years past 
in the treatment of cancer, in this country. We need 
not say that hoth it and the conium have been amply 
proved incompetent to effect a cure of the disease. 

The sanguinaria root is used in the United States, 
, and is said to act, when taken internally, as " an acrid 
; emetic, with stimulant and narcotic powers. In small 
doses it excites the stomach, and accelerates the circula- 
tion ; more largely given, it produces nausea, and con- 
sequent depression of the pulse; and in the full dose 
I occasions active vomiting. The effects of an overdose 

I are violent emesis, a burning sensation in the stomach, 

i tormenting thirst, faintness, vertigo, dimness of vision, 
and alarming prostration. It has a faint narcotic odour, 
and a bitterish veiy acrid taste, the pungency of which 
remains long in the mouth and fauces. Snuffed up the 
nostrils, hloodroot excites much irritation, attended with 
sneezing. Upon fungous surfaces it acts as an escharotic. 
The virtues of the root are said to he rapidly deterio- 
rated by time."* 
The reason of employing the sanguinaria root as an 
internal medicine, in cases about to be reviewed, was 
an 
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to test the statement made by Dr. Fell that, in addition 
to the powers attributed to it by practitioners generally 
in his country, it had, in his hands, proved capable of 
destroying the Cancerous Diathesis. 

The pills were not, however, employed by Dr. Fell, 
without being accompanied by the local treatment ; nor 
was their use continued after the removal of the external 
tumour and the cicatrization of the wound. 
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Local Treatment. 

The topical remedy was sometimes supplied by Dr. 
Fell, and sometimes made by us from materials which 
we had ourselves procured. Its effects were the same 
in both cases. It was composed of a strong decoction of 
Sanguinaria Root, Chloride of Zinc, and Flour, and was 
usually brightly coloured by the admixture of Cochineal. 
The chloride of zinc was the largest ingrechent in the 
lompound, the proportions being 



DecDcti SanguinacisB .... 3^. 

Ziaci Chloridi Sij. 

Farintc Tritici, q.s. 



These materials, when mked, became a glutinous paste, 
a little more consistent than treacle. Such a form was 
found to be very convenient for application, as it could 
be easily spread upon calico or cotton-wool ; and, whilst 
not itself unctuous, it could be diluted at pleasm-e by 
the admixture of ointments, without losing any effica- 
cious qualities. As its only fluid was water, it was a 
cleanly application, the effi;ctive parts percolating and 
mixing with the tissues, whilst the liquid portion escaped, 
and even left the surface dry and hard. 

The mode of applying the paste varied according ti* 
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P-the condition of tlie surface. WLen the cancer was 
extensively ulcerated, the paste was laid at once and 
directly upon the Ulcer. But if the Tumour were 
almost or entirely covered hy unbroken skin, some 
previous treatment was requisite. 

1. In treating an Ulcerated Cancer, a small quantity 
of the paste was diluted with Stramonium, or other oint- 
ment, spread on cotton-wool, and pressed into contact 
with the whole ulcerated surface. By the nest day, a 
thin superficial layer of the morbid structure was usually 
found changed into a dull white, friable, insensible 
eschar, and the ftetor and discharge were lessened. The 
undiluted paste was then applied iii the same manner: 
and the dressing was renewed from day to day, until it 
appeared to have pervaded the disease in its entire 
thickness. Fragments of the eschar were removed as 
they became loose ; and light incisions were made from 
time to time in its deeper and more fixed parts, with 
the purpose of facilitating the gradual percolation of the 
paste to the inmost layers of the diBcase. The use of 
the paste was then discontinued, and poultices, or what 
is better, soothing ointments were employed, particularly 
around the edges of the eschar. A line of demarcation 
formed and deepened, and the dead mass was at length 
■ cast off. If the eschar comprised the entire mass of the 
Cancer, a perfectly healthy granulating sore soon ap- 
peared in its place, and speedily healed. If, however, 
any part of the original disease remained, it was requisite 
to renew the treatment, only taking care, as before, to 
dilute the paste on its first application to the tender 
g_of the ulcer. 

" nroccdure was varied, if the nicer were 
" ~1 little secretion ; for then the 
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I Burface soon became thickly coated with a dry, homy 

shell, which ohatructed the ready passage of the paste 
to the morbid tissues beneath. In that case, the plan of 
introducing the paste, which was proper to the treatment 
of Tumours shielded by unbroken skin, and now about 
to he detailed, was adopted, 

2. Two peculiarities marked the treatment of Cancerous 
Tumours, which had not yet ulcerated, or were ulcerated 
only to a small extent. In the first place, no ingredient 
in the remedy being capable of destroying healthy 
skin, at least, in a reasonably short period, it was 
necessary to remove that obstacle to its action upon 
the soft and permeable tissues beneath. The treatment, 
therefore, commenced by destroying the skin, to about 
the same superficial extent as that of the tumour, by 
means of strong niti-ic acid. The skin was lightly 
touched with the acid, nntU cpery part of it intended 
to be destroyed, had lost ita natural appearance, and 
acquired a yellow coloui'. A bright red halo formed 
around, and vesication commenced upon the ehan-ed 
surface. The latter process ceased on the application of 
a. layer of the paste, spread on cotton ; and the next day, 
on removing the dressing, a dry, tawny-yellow eschar 
appeared. 

Then commenced the second, and the characteristic 

process in the treatment by Dr. Fell. Parallel scratches 

or shallow incisions were made along the charred skin, 

for the pnrpose of inserting into them strips of calico, 

smeared with the paste. These incisions varied in num- 

i ng usually made about half an inch apart, but 

fc les there were not more than four in a breadth 

^^^^L r six inches. They were carried along the whole 

^^^^1 of the eschar, and to a depth somewhat short of 
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of calico ; s^ ena Ac yen d thni nfieei far de y w- 

lation of the rennedy into Ac i 
Each day the iinnsions -wvn a fitide d 
Btrips of anointed calico, or ralh of c 
with the paste, were i m e rt ed into Ack, ^rtfl m 4r 
course of from two to Km vedo, tke accngc tse 
being about three veeks, the vhote icfkk of Ac tM BO i 
was penetrated ; and then tbe vac of Ae paste ««■ &- 
continued, and the eschar leA to ■T"™*f 

As much of the ?acce» of tins IilmImilmI icfeoii 
upon the mode of practistng it, we thtak it ri^it to wH 
a few observations upon eertan detaik, vlnc^ maj fae of 
value to those who undertake it. 

It is an adrisable precaution to destroy Ae dan efte- 
tnally by the prelimiDarr action of tbe acid. The faateta 
capable of destroying that tissae, bnt its actian is sVnr wad 
extremely patnfal. Sometimes a thick white frUUe epi- 
dermis formR upon skin which has been irritated, but 
not killed, by the acid ; and in one instance, a week was 
occnpied in the entire destmction of skin, which had at 
first been incompletely charred. 

By the use of the acid an erentoal saying of pain is 
obtained : and as its action is severe, it ahoold be eni' 
ployed tmder chloroform, if the surface be estensive. In 
some instances we deadened the local sensibility by 
congelation, instead of resorting to chloroform. 

It is important, for tbe most part, to renew the dress- 
ings every day, until the action of the paste has estended 
through the whole depth of the diseased mass. For 
unless it be kept percolating more and more deeply, a 
line of demarcation will be formed across, instead of 
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beneath, the tumour, and no further progress can be made 
until the superficial eschar has come away. The treat- 
ment must then be begun afresh. 

The same observation applies to the depth of the daily 
incisions. Unless they be deepened from day to day with 
a sufficiently bold use of the scalpel, the paste may not 
continue to penetrate the disease, and too shallow an 
eschar will be removed. On the other hand, it is very 
possible to cut too far, when bleeding annoys the opera- 
tor, and the patient suffers unnecessary pain at the next 
application of the paste. On one occasion, a small artery 
appeared to bo opened, and a troublesome biemorrhage 
took place, A little practice and care soon enables the 
surgeon to guide bis knife aright, and to avoid at 
once too timid and too deep a cut. This precaution 
as to advancing the incisions in depth is of especial 
importance just at their extremities : the margin of the 
disease is particularly likely to escape destruction, and to 
ahow itself again after the separation of the eschar, by 
I an apparent reproduction at the edge of the sore. 

For exposing to view the bottom of the slits, the 
urgeon will find it convenient to insert into its deepest 
part the points of a stiff pair of dissecting forceps closed : 
by allowing the blades to expand, the sides will be kept 
asunder, and the part of the tumour newly acted upon 
LC paste will be put slightly on the stretch ; a slight 
I of the edge of the scalpel directed between the 
ides, will then sufB.ce to penetrate the eschar to the 
squired depth, 
he quantity of the application need not be very care- 
(f measured. It may be spread somewhat freely upon 
pB of calico, or on cotton wool; and the most conve- 
lent pi the strips of the right number and 



lengtb^ to lay them side bv si^ on s slsb, and ifnid 
the paste orer than all at once with a spatula. Tb^ 
are then easily taken Dp singlr vitlt a pair of fonc^ 
and tucked into the fissures vith a duU^edged knife. If 
it is dedred to destroy the tumour quickfy, or if it is 
not intended to repeat the dressing on the fttUoving day, 
the paste may be more thickly spread, and an addition^ 
quantity may he inserted after the strips an in [ilace. 
A piece, of dry linen should be laid oTerthe tuujonr; 
and oil-silk, futta-pereha, or any material nhidt vouUI 
obstruct evaporation, should be carefiilly eschewed, Un* 
less there be some unusual moisture, or ooiing of h% 
from the tissues, the dressings will be found quita 
dry by the following day. Considerable advantage 
seems to result from this practice of keeping the porta 
dry. It is cleanly ; and the patieut is spared the annoy* 
ance of repeated ablutions, and the pain of frequent 
dressings. To some persons, this is by no means unim- 
portant, since they are prevented from harassing them- 
selves by the fi-equcnt sight of their disease : indeed, 
they never see it except in the presence of their medical 
attendant. Again, the dryness of the whole cachnr 
leaves the remedy undiluted; it is, therefore, oaxily 
manageable, and its effective quantity can bo propor- 
tioned at will to the requirements of eacli casc- 
I It was always a matter of much interest and imitort- 
I ance, to determine when the incisions had been carried 
r deeply enough ; but it must be confessed, that the quei- 
tion was not easy to settle. When the tumour wai 
hard, there was little difficulty about it, as the ncniation 
conveyed to the fingers by the soft tissues Iwneath the 
I tumour was readily distinguished from that of cuttinr 
Ithe crisp substance of scirrhus. Occasionally t' 



1 that of cuttiM^^ 
lionally the ''^■^1 
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could be felt to pass abruptly from tlie one tissne into 
the otter, and then the contrast was unmistakeable. In 
that case, of course, the treatment needed to be pursued 
only in those incisions, or parts of incisions, which were 
not complete. The chief difficulty in determining the 
fcqncBtion occurred when the natural and morbid tissues 
f were of nearly equal consistence. Sometimes, even in 
these instances, the sensation conveyed through the knife 
was clear enough to lead us to desist from further treat- 
ment ; but when there was no other indication, we were 
guided by our original observation of the depth of the 
disease ; by differenees in the sensations of the patient, 
arising, as it seemed, from the process of ulceration be- 
neath the eschar ; by the commencing elevation of the 
dead mass above its former level ; or by the shrinking, 
the concavity, and the subsidence of all vascular or other 
excitement, in the normal tissues around the eschar. 
The result showed, that in these doubtful cases, there 
was more liability to cease the treatment too early, than 
to continue it too long. And we may add here, as an 
inducement to carry the incisions at first to the bottom 
of the morbid structure, that if any portions of a tumour 
were left after the removal of the eschar, their rate of 
growth was generally greater than that of the tumour of 
Tfhich they had formed a part, and the pain attending 
their destruction was more severe. 

We need hardly, perhaps, draw attention to the neces- 
sity of distinguishing between opening a eyst, and arriv- 
ing at the bottom of the tumour. The sensation conveyed 
by both was sometimes similar : but the former usually 
occurred in the centre of the morbid growth, when it was 
clear that there must be deeper disease ; and the escape 
of the fluid contents of the cyst 
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B afterwards, showed what had happened. The paste 
was always introduced in considerable quantity into these 
cysts. 

The action of the paste, and the rate of its pKgress 
through different atnictures, varied considerably. Skin, 
as we have sdd, yielded little and slowly ; contrasting 
strongly in this respect with the rapidity with which 
the subcutaneous ceiiular tissues were penetrated. 
Healthy breast tissue, and that of the duonic mam- 
mary tomour, were easily and speedily destroyed; ■• 
well as the soft superficial layers of eaoeetom nken. 
Fresh flowing blood, when brought into f«"<»f< with 
the paste, instantly turned to a bri^t Tomilion tin^ 
and to the consistence of white of egg; the same Uood 
on the following day, or that whidi fiOed the dad 
vessels in the eschar, was of a Uackidi hne and woBA. 
Fat was imaltered by the ap[dicatioii ; tlie vilb tt ibe 
lobules were destroyed Uke other odlnlar tiMoei, bat 
the oil, unchanged, oozed throt^ Iheni and frraprd, 
or saturated, like other oils, the eaA»r sad ercxjtldng 
it touched. Nerves yidded tlie leart mdily of aU At 
natural tissues to the actioa of ike paate^ and wti wfd 
to retain their vitality even in Ike —i^hjmim^ gf tie 
deepest layer of the eschar. Una circnraatance will be 
referred to more partictdadj in tke detcripticn of tbe 
separation of Uie ikm^ 

Cancerous suhstaooe vm eavlj acted on by the remedy 
in proportion to the *"™-™™ o£ it* tExtore. Hard 
acdnhoDS tomotm were very florly penetrated, wlukt 
the aoAcr noma mtre ajiHj deatioyed. Tb^ ^'^ 
•ection of an eadtar of cancexooi sn lM f"" 
stroyed, is ereaaty and gBtfeniBe, tt » doU- 
nhite-adi eohar, afif^itiy tixited &wn- 
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tumours bear traces of the uatural arrangement of their 
texture ; but the softer growths are found to have the 
uniform appearance and the consistence of yellow soap, 
and, except where they are discoloured by extravasated 
blood, to be nearly white. 

Some other circumstanceSj observed in the course ol 
treatment in connexion with the action of the remedy 
on the cancerous material, claim more especial notice. 

The shrinking of the mass during the application of 
the caustic was very remarkable. By measurement 
from day to day the incisions appeared very slowly to 
increase their depth ; while it waa plain to the eye that 
the entire diseased mass had greatly diminished in bulk, 
and that the incisions were fast approaching its deeper 
surface. This alow progress by measurement, combined 
with rapid actual destruction of the tumour, was in no 
instance so marked as in the succulent medullary form 
of cancer, or softer scirrhus. Masses of this disease, 
very formidable in point of size and rapidity of growth, 
diminished in depth and bulk during the steady percola- 
tion of the remedy into them. A very large breast 
affected with medullary cancer, which plainly grew even 
during the time occupied in destroying the skin, and 
raised fears lest the remedial agent might not overtake 
the fast- spreading disease, shrank with great rapidity 
when the paste reached the mass of the tumour ; and 
that even while the incisions seemed scarcely to deepen 
from day to day. It was plain from observing the in- 
cisions, that the shrinking occurred in that part of the 
tumour which had been destroyed by the paste. The 
effect of this shrinking upon the remaining and more 
deeply-seated part of the disease, constitutes one of the 
most valuable facts brought to light by this treatment. 
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jep prolongations of tlie disease are actually 
by thia process of slow shrinking and contraction of the 
more superficial eschar, brought within reach of the 
treatment, when at first they appeared hopelessly beyond 
it. This remarkable circumstance secured the entire 
removal of the tumour from the clieck and orbit in the 

case of Jane K , (Case 45). The same slow process 

is at this moment gradually biingiug withiu reach the 
deep attacbments of a large tumour in the parotid region, 

in a young woman, Mary N (Case 4G) who was sent 

to the hospital after an unsuccessful attempt had been 
made in the country to remove the tumour by operation. 

In certain situations, the deeper parts of the disease 
are even drawn forth towards the eschar and the surface, 
by this contracting process. Such was the fact in the 
cases just referred to, in each of which the tumour 
dipped between two bones, which were too near together 
to allow of the broad eschar sinking between them; the 
necessaiy consequence was the elevation of the base ot 
the disease, and its ready destruction. In loose tissues 
like the breast, on the other hand, the eschar sank 
deeply, and usually acquired a flat surface, the plane 
of which was level with the surrounding edge of Jiving 
parts, and distinctly contrasted with the foimer con- 
vexity of the breast. It was only when the living pai't 
granulated, and contracted beneath the dead mass, 
that it was thrust out above the surrounding surface. 

The slight amount of constitutional sympathy called 
forth by the formation of tlie slough, is a circumstance of 
much practical importance in respect to the value of the 
treatment. Masses of dry elough five, six, or seven 

.ches wide, and more than two inches deep, lay on the 

int of the chest ; yet the patients cr ' bed for 
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a part of the day, bad no material alteration of pulae, 
retained appetite, and were free from that depreaaion of 
■trengtb and feeling which uaually accompamea mortifi- 
cation. Much of this probably depended upon the small 
extent of slough produced each day; for since the pro- 
gress of the cschai^otic through three inches of tissue 
occupied a period of three, four or five weeks, the amount 
of daily advance was necessarily small, and the constitu- 
tional effect moderate. Moreover, since the dead mass 
was from first to last without odour, and dried up 
the more the longer .it remained, there was no evil 
effect from its mere presence, no nauseous efftuvium 
affecting the appetite, comfort, and general health, and 
no transudation of effete matters into the adjoining 
healthy parts. The antiseptic influence of the remedy 
was very powerful, and sufficient to preserve the tiimours 
from decomposition for weeks, or, indeed, apparently for 
an indefinite period, after their removal from the body. 

The separation of the eschar occurred nearly in the 
same manner as in the case of other sloughs. A line of 
demarcation formed and deepened ; the living surface 
granulated and rose, throwing the dead part into con- 
desirable prominence ; and sometimes, before the separa- 
tion of the slough, the living parts contracted so much, 
that the eschar was found to be considerably larger 
than the sore from which it came. 

There was, however, one peculiarity about the eschar 
produced by this paste, with which we were not familiar 
in the soft pai'ts; viz. that it did not separate at the 
same level, in all structures. When every other part had 
ulcerated through, the nerves still remained as living 
cords, crossing the line of demarcation. The arteries 
-were all closed and ulcerated through, and their extre- 
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mities lost in the granulation a, but the nerves were 
neither ulcerated, nor even dead. This persistence of 
vitality in the nerve-tissue added a good deal to the pain 
of finally separating the eschar, and made it necessary 
to look for and divide all isolated cords, which could he 
seen holding together the living and dead parts, as well 
as to remove the eschar as soon as possible. Most fre- 
quently its dead base was cut through with the knife 
or scissors, and the heavy mass was removed. The 
remaining part soon separated without pain. The only 
treatment requisite during this period was quiet, and the 
application of the atraraonium ointment * to the living 
parts adjoining the hard inflexible eschar. Considerable 
comfort was afibrded by its emollient properties. 

The management of the sore after the separation of 
the eschar was very simple; unless in some part of it, 
as was not uufretjueutly the case, a portion of the diseased 
tissue had been left behind. The stramonium ointment 
was usually spread on cotton wool, and laid on the sore 
once or twice daily ; if the sore were free fi'om disease, 
the healing process advanced with remarkable rapidity, 
and the resulting cicatrix equalled no more than one- 
sixth or one-eighth of the area of the eschar. Large pale 
granulations, which were not distinctly cancerous, were 
treated with an ointment of aubacetate of copper, and 
were often repressed, and healed under its use. 

When it was clear that a portion of cancerous matter 
still remained in the sore, the treatment with the paste 

Ik was renewed at that part, and a second eschar removed. 

F'. These remnants of disease frequently appeared at the 

I * Made by boiling one pound of the lenves of straiuouium iu 

I 'v pounds of lard, and subsequently straining. 
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inner, and still more so at tlic outer edge of the ulcer; 
and tlieii situation suggested the propriety of employing 
radiating, instead of parallel incisions, in order to secure 
the eiinal destruction of the whole circnmference of the 
diieasc. 

Diseased glands were differently dealt witli according 
to circuniBtances, Single glands which were of email 
liae, even though hard, and those which appeared to 
be enlarged by mere over-activity, were not interfered 
with. Clustered masses of unquestionably cancerous 
glands were occasionally obseryed to diminish consider- 
ably in size, during and after the destruction of the 
primary growth. In snch dronmstances they were not 
removed. Those, however, which retained their bulk, 
which were adherent, or which actually enlarged during 
or after the treatment, were removed with the acid and 
paste, in the same manner as the primary growths 
covci^d by skin. It was curious to observe, in the 
axilla, how the shrinking of the lower diseased glands, 
when permeated by the paste, drew down within reach 
of the treatment other glands which had seemed too 
high to be attacked. "When the upper end of a chain 
of diseased glands could be felt above the clavicle, of 
course those in the axilla were not treated; indeed, as 
a general rule, such a case would, from the first, be 
deemed unsuitable for treatment, except so far as the 
comfort and duration of life might be augmented by the 
removal of the primary disease. 

When thickening and tubercles appeared in the skin, 
they were treated by the daily application of an oint- 
ment of the iodide of lead. It appeared to us, that an 
arrest in the deposition and growth of the morbid 
material of cancer occurred more frequently and uni- 



I Q^ the Cases of Cancer to tcMch Ihe Treatment hi/ Iiidiiont 
and Caustic is applicable. 
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formly under this treatment, ttan is known to take place 
spontaneously in secondary cancers of the skin. There 
were instances, however, in which the disease made 
unabated progress in the skin, even while assiduously 
treated with the iodide of lead ointment. The like ob- 
'. servations apply to the occasional behaviom: of st 

^^^ cancer in glands, under the same application. 

^^^r In declaring onr estimate of the value of the mode of 

' treatment which we have just described, we do not 

think it of practical importance to enter upon a minute 

1^^ daasification of the cases which came before us. They 

^H^ presented the common forms of scirrhous, encephaloid, 

^^1 imd epithelial cancer, in about the ordinary proportions. 

B What seems more important to state is, that the 

treatment appeared to possess an equal fitness for all 

these forms of the disease, if only the cases were 

■judiciously selected. When, on particular grounds, the 
treatment of a ease of encephaloid cancer was under- 
felken, the remedy was found capable of overtaking the 
rapid growth of that disease, quite as readily as it 
destroyed the epithelial and scirrhous forms. The 
grounds on which cases should be submitted to this 

■treatment can, of coursCj only be thoroughly understood 
hr a perusal of the whole of this Report, since it is to 
niis end that all our observations tend. At present it 
may suffice to say, that the suitableness of any particulat 
case was not deteimined by the mere form of the disease 
which it presented. The treatment was found to be 
C 3 
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adapted to primary cancers, with or without disease of 
glands; to some Cancers which were both ulcerated 
and adherent ; to some which had recurred after opera- 
tion ; aud to some in which relief could be afforded to 
the patient, although the whole disease could not be 
removed. Each case required a sepai-ate consideration as 
to its fitness for treatment: and, perhaps, after all the 
most instructive lessons which could be given upon the 
point were those furnished by cases in which it was 
thought uuadvisable to adopt the treatment. 

To illustrate tlie grounds on which certain cases were 
selected, aud others rejected, we will mention here a 
few instances : refening, at the same time for further 
information, to the Appendix, 

Case I. 
Scirrhas of the Ireast, considered unfit for Ireatment. 
Frances 8 — ■, Ect. 62, came from Cambridgeshire for treatmont. 
Her left breaat formed a, very large, prominent mass of acirrhna, 
measuring seven, inches across hj six vertically. The akin was 
adherent over almost the whole tamour, and was bossy and violet- 
colonred, the veins in it being of permanently large size. It 
was adherent to the ribs, apparently by tlie greater part of its 
base. It was nearly divided into two parta, across its lower 
third, by a horizontal ulcerated cleft, and the abruptness of the 
upper wall of tbif cleft added much to tho apparent prominence 
of the tumonr, Tliin cicatrices formed the sides of the cleft, bat 
the bottom of it was ulcerated, and gave forth a scanty, offensive, 
thin discharge. There was an enlarged acirrbous gland in the 
axilla. The whole disease had existed ten years, and the ulcera- 
tion fifteen months. She did not appear to suffer pain, and was 
in Tigoroufl general health. No operation or other treatment had 
'' ~ 'nted, and her impression was that tbe mass was not 

ut diminishing ; it did not appear certain, however, 
I impression ai'ose from the removal of some of the 
Iceration, rather than from cessation of its growth. 
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The case was conaidered unfit for treatment, and tlie 
patient was sent back into the country. It appeared to 
us that the whole disease could not be reniovcd without 
portions of the ribs being also taken away ; that it was 
uncertain if the tumour could be eradicated from the 
adjoining skin ; and that a patient, in whom the disease 
possessed comparatively so little virulence, interfered so 
little with the general health, and advanced so slowly 
in its fatal career, would probably enjoy a longer and an 
easier life, if it were left untouched. 



Scirrhi'S, Kith Cancerous Affection of SJcin avid Glands. 

Elizabeth L — , ast. 47, was admitted July 21, for acirrhns of the 
left breost. She had always before enjoyed good health. Five 
months ago she obserrcd a lump on the inside of the nippU' ; it 
enlarged gradually, and now the whole mamma is occupied by a 
tninonr, which is hard and heavy. The skia generally is adherent 
to the tumour; it is ccdematotaa and firm, and red over the apex : 
the adjacent skin, also, beyond the boundaries of the tumour, is 
mottled and streaked with red. A thick cord of condensed cel- 
lular mpmbrane can be traced, in the line of the lymphatics, trom 
the mamma to the axilla; where small hard glands, like marbles, 
can be felt. In the triangular space above the clavicle the glands 
arc souod. On consaltation it was agreed that the case was lui' 
favourable for treatment, there being no probability of tie wound 
healing after the removal of a disease, ia which the akin took so 

Case HI. 

Caace}- of the Breast, and Abdominal Tumour. 

Anne B — , ret. about 70, an emaciated, pale, atid enfcoblod 

person, came to the hospital March 3. She was very deaf, and 

was brought by her friends on account of a cancer of the breast, 

and diarrhcea. In one breast was a small, flattened, very hard 

inch and a half in diameter. It was ■ ''"It. in the 
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Case IV. 
Case in v:kich Hie Treatment ic 



i declined. 



Ann S — , ffit. 63, 'sras admitted in Marcli, as an out-patient. She 
has hod cancer of the right breoat fur 5 years, and the disease Iiad 
been removed by operation at the Charing Cross Hospital two 
years after its appearance. When admitted into the Middlegei 
Hospital, she had on ulcerated mass of cancer at the upper part 
of the scar, and a cluster of hard, adherent, and deeply ulcerated 
glands, filling the axilla. The "Itin in the axilla was very con - 
trected, and the arm cedematous. 

July, — None hut palliatiyo treatment has been adopted in this 
case. The local disease has increased by about half ita former 
gize, but no new character has presented in it. Painful dyspnoea 
and exhaustion have como on, and she has been admitted into the 
hospital. Plenritic friction Bounds are heard on the right side of 
the cheat, and signs of bronchitis on the left. The lower parts of 
the chest and ensifonn cartilage are much contracted, and the 
dyspncea does not yield to treatment, hut is becoming urgent. 

Toward the end of the month she died, and some small 
lecondary Cancerous deposits of cancer were found in the lungs, 
liver, and kidneys. 



^K ine aisE 
^^k the yes^ 



Caie in iohich the Treatment was adopted. 

Mary B — , iet. 66, has had cancer of the right breast three 
years, and a mass fillitig the axilla for 12 months ; both of which 
began to ulcerate six months ago. She had undergone no opera- 
tion, and suffered no pain ; in other respects the local appearances 
were very similar to those of the tast-mentioned case. 

The tumour of the breast was entirely removed by the paste, 
and a healing wound occupied its place. The mass in the axilla 
was then treated in the same way, • ' ' ' the time of issuing 
this Beport, partially destroyed. idvisable to pnrBue 

the disease further into the axil ' connected with 

the vessels and nerves of the b ains of new pains 

in it. These are plainly not :, hut to the situa- 
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tion of the disease, for they continue when no applications are 
made to it. The patient's general health has by no means deterio- 
rated, as in the case of Ann S — ; on the contrary, it is somewhat 
improved. In this improved condition she has since been sent 
home. 

The general principles upon which, according to our 
present convictions, cases should be selected for the 
treatment, will, we think, be gathered from these descrip- 
tions. As we have before expressed, the treatment may 
be adopted in any case in which Surgeons now use the 
knife. It may also be adopted in cases when the re- 
moval either of the entire, or even of only a part of 
the diseased structure will improve the condition of 
the patient, in respect to the local malady. It is un- 
suitable for patients, in whom the skin shows any dis- 
position to assume the cancerous action, and for those in 
whom active cancerous growth is proceeding in parts 
beyond the original seat of the disease. Moreover, where 
constitutional cancer can be proved to exist, it is very 
questionable whether it may not prove injurious. The 
simple fact of rapid growth in the external tumour does 
not of itself preclude having recourse to the treatment. 
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^iiimaie of ike Value of the Treatment. 

It now remains for us to express tbe general con- 
clusions wliicli we have at present been able to form, 
as to the value of the method of treating cancer which 
I we have just described. 

Our opinions may be arranged under the following 
I heads:— 

I. The Constitutional Effects of the Treatment. 

II. Tlie Local Effects of the Treatment. 

III. A Comparison of this Treatment with that by 
means of the Knife. 

IV. A Comparison of this Mode of inserting Caustic 
by Incision with other Modes of applying Caustics. 



I.— The Constitutional Effects of the Treatment. 
We take this question first, that we may be able 
to pursue our inquiry into the efficacy of the local 
treatment, with a clear understanding how far it may be 
modified by contemporaneous changes in the constitu- 
tional state of the patients. 

The question then branches into two parts, a. The 
effect of the local treatment upon the General Health : 
b. The si>ccial power of the internal remedy over the 
^ Cancerous Diathesis. 

. As to the General P patients: — ^In not 

instances it ha" roved under the 

!»tment. This ren Brsally to cases 

"pjatcd mamma] uv the removal of 

and the c( growths into dead 
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'eschars and healing sores, was attended witli a manifest 
amelioration in the aspect and appetite of the patients. 
It applies also to some of the cases of primary cancer j 
but not to moat of those patients who took opiates to 
assuage their pains and procure sleep, nor, of course, 
to those in whom the treatment failed to arrest the 
progress of the disease. In the last cases, the general 
condition of the patients was made worse than it pro- 
bahly would have been, in an equal time, if the disease 
had been left to itself. 

b. As to tiie special power of the internal remedy 
over the Cancerous Diathesis .- — If, in the progress of the 
cases which have been under our care during the last 
six months, we had obtained any evidence that the 
paste showed a special power over cancerous substance ; 
that it selected the morbid material for destruction, 
and spared the healthy tissues; or even that it de- 
stroyed the hcajthy tissues less readily than the can- 
cerous, we might have looted upon such a fact as 
prima facie proof that some one or all of the ingre- 
dients of the paste might possess a control over the 
constitutional nature of cancer. But we ai'e absolutely 
without such evidence. The paste has no such Umited 
action. There is, indeed, an appearance of a limited 
action, when the base of a tumour rises from its bed 
L during the progress of the paste through the super- 
E<ficial layer of the mass; but it is an appearance only. 
rThe elevation of the base is due, not to a selection of the 
sed substance by the remedy, but, as we have 
i*hown, to the shrinking of the eschar. It is a mere 
^anical result of the connesion between that part of 
umour which is superficial and contracts, and that 
ir part which is drawn towards it. Thf m 
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19 plain, and we cannot assume, from such a circum- 
I stance, the Bpecific power of any ingredient of this paste 
over cancer. 

Our observation, hitherto, of the effect of the aangui- 
naria root, taken internally, has led us to the same 
conclusion. No single fact that has come before ua 
would arouse the suspicion that constitutionally it has 
any effect, one way or the other. Under this, as under 
previous modes of treatment. Cancer retains its noto- 
riously malignant character ; that is to say, its capacity 
for spontaneous and destructive growth in its primary 
seat, for obstinate recurrence after what has appeared to 
be the most complete estirpation, and for progress, if 
not for reproduction, in other and, it may be, distant 
organs of the body.* The degree of that malignancy 
has varied in different cases. Each case has had, and 
maintained throughout the period of our observation, a 
character of its own, a specific character, as distinct and 
appreciable as we have been accustomed to recognise in 
similar cases which had been subjected to other treat- 
ment, or to no treatment at all. The use of the 
sanguinaria has not altered that character. It has im- 
pressed no new or unusual feature upon individual cases ; 
nor, consequently, has it produced, in the whole of them 
looked at together, anything like an imiformity, an 
approximation to one character, such as would be 

Altiougli there have been, nmougst our Cases, instances in 

of internal organs has coexisted with the oxtomal 

and has mitde progresa duiing the treatment, yet we feel 

atate, that hitherto we batie been nnable to diatingniah 

commen cement of internal cancer, in any of the patients, 

B period in which they have been under our obacrva- 

jriod, however, of from two to four months only, in 
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expected from the universal employment among them of 
one single remedy. All the cases have followed known 
habits of cancer ; and the inference from this fact neces- 
sarily is, that the sangninaria root exerts no curative 
power over the constitutional nature of Cancer. 

Whilst avowing our present judgment of the inefficacy 

of the blood-root in the management of the Cancerous 

Diathesis, we see no objection to further and much more 

extended observations of its effects in that disease. It 

is evidently a powerful remedy, and as an emmenagogue, 

IB, perhaps, equal to any drug now employed in England. 

But our liopc of its usefulness in Cancer is very small ; 

and that becomes less still, when we remember that Dr. 

I i"el] himself never suggested that patients should continue 

Ktbe constitutional treatment after the extirpation of the 

pjocal disease and the healing of the wound, and never 

advised the use of the sanguinaria-piU in cases of internal 

cancer, or of those external malignant tumours which 

were rejected as unfit for local treatment. 



II.— Tlic Local Effects of the Treatment. 
a. Inflammation. — The inflammatory excitement in the 
living parts adjoining the eschar was usually slight, and 
rarely produced an appreciable swelling, except in volu- 
ninouM nnd pendulous breasts. A bright red halo 
lodily formed around the surface charred by the 
tltrle ni'id, tuiil remained, gradually losing brightness 
Mtd )u«ud(h, until the line of demarcation had formed 
Pthi'iHi(iti till' "kin. The redness then subsided alto- 
|«tht>ri \\ix> living edge of akin became hard and elevated ; 
\ llie BtrHOtHrt's luxjund seemed sotn^^^^^naturally 
1 IVuui viutoularity and tenderness, "trank. 
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fcThe existence of inflammation in the deeper parts, as the 

r eschar extended amongst them, could only be surmised 

I firom the satisfaction which all the patients expressed on 

' tising a cooling lotion. The inflammatory process always 

expended itself in the immediate neighbourhood of the 

eschaTj and led to no secondary abscess, or other evil 

there or elsewhere. 

6. Effects vpon heal cancerous energy. — Tlie influence 
if the treatment in aggravating or controlUng local 
cancerous action did not appear to he uniformly the 
I same. 

In some cases, the treatment seemed to give rise to a 
' rapid deposit of new cancerous material. A primary or 
secondary growth, increasing with a given rapidity, 
would suddenly enlarge, spread, and involve neighbour- 
ing structures, particularly the glands and skin ; so that, 
after a few weeks' treatment, a state of the disease was 
r induced, which was far worse than could reasonably have 
been expected, if the first growth had followed its 
naturid course. 

In other cases, though rapid growth took place diniug 
the treatment, it was not aggravated, and could be 
. finally overcome. 

In a third" class of cases, the previously rapid growth 
seemed to he brought to a check. 

In none of these cases, however, did it appear that 
there was any special effect, but only such an one as 

Imiglit be expected from the application of any powerful 
local irritant — which will sometimes excite general 
action, and at other times limit action to the part at 
Tfhich the irritant is immediately applied. This was 
well seen in the cases in which the removal of the 
primary tumotw was followed by a considerable diminu- 
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tion in the size and activity of the secondary glandular 



In a few cases of cancer of the breast, the extirpation 

of the primary tumour, and the complete, or almost 

complete, healing of the wound were followed by a 

somewhat tumid condition of all the parts around the 

scar. This swelling was always most distinctly marked 

in the situation of the pectoral mnscle; and seemed 

r to be occasioned by an ccdematous condition of all the 

Bubcutaneous tissues of the trunk for some distance 

I around the cicatrix and axilla, aa well as of the deeper 

i Btructures beneath the "pectoral muscle. No recurrent 

[ cancerous tumours could be detected in these cases. 

Land no diseased axillary gland. The patients are still 

inder observation. 

. Pain. — We have reserved this subject for separate 
' consideration, as being of itself one of the most impor- 
tant questions relating to the treatment. There can be 
no doubt that there was pain in all the cases. But 
pain is, ca^teris paribus, far from being the same thing 
to all persons. During the greater period of the treat- 
ment, some patients, according to their own statements, 
suffered very moderately indeed. It beoomes necessary, 
therefore, to understand definitely the nature and the 
causes of this symptom in different cases, since possibly 
a certain amount of it could be presented. 

The amount of pain bore no relation to the size of the 
tumour^ and to the extent of surface to which the paste 
was consequently applied. Some of the largest cancers 
were those which were destroyed with least pain,— with 
pain which sometimes the patients seemed scarcely to care 
f" "■"^ ; while their countenance confirmed the 8t«<-*- 
it they were almost at ease. Nor did it n 
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I difference to any one patient, whetlier the paste were 
laviahly or sparingly applied ; the experiment was often 
tried on different days, but the patient was not aware of 
a difference in the subsequent pain. The severest suffer- 
ing was that attending the treatment of epithelial cancers, 
espeeially of the face, on the ulcerated Burfaces of which 
even the diluted paste cnnld scarcely be endured. Some 
patients BO suffering were obliged to give up the treat- 
ment, and leave the hospital unrelieved. 

The action of the acid was, in almost all the cases, 
acutely painiuL The severity of it, however, did not last 
many minutes, and was always relieved by the applica- 
tion of cold. In a few eases, in which the surface to 
be destroyed was extensive, chloroform was administered. 
The pain attending the use of the acid was materially 
relieved, if the surface were first frozen by the application 
. of mixed ice and salt. 

Unnecessai-y pain always followed incomplete destruc- 
tion of the skin by the acid. The contrast from former 
* complaint was very marked, so soon as the paste began to 
act on the sub- cutaneous, instead of the cutaneous tex- 
tures. In the same manner, the characteristic and severe 
pain would come on in the course of the treatment, if the 
paste trickled over an excoriated surface of living skin, 
otherwise destroyed that sensitive structure. We 
have, in fact, no hesitation in ascribing much of the 
worst pain to the inadvertent destruction of a fresh por- 
^^^^ tion of skin. 

^^^^L The progi'ess of the paste through the cancerous tissue 
^^^^^itself appeared to h the least painful part of the treat- 

^^^^^B ome patients was clearly aggrs- 

^^^^H ident of the treatment. Thus, 
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^^^Ifed by different patients, according to their sensations, 

IHk from four pounds to a hundredweight. One spoke of 

^mt' smartiiigj" but not in the breast itself. None suffered 

^Mctliat overwhelming and violent pain, of which patients 

I^^BCCuse the cscharotic chlorides, when extensively applied. 

11^ The pain appeared to be in great part a reflected sensa- 

■^ tion from the nerves in the eschar, which, as tiiey mani- 

1^ festly resisted the action of the paste much more than 

1^ did the other tissues, were irritated by it, without being 

i— at once destroyed. Perhaps it was on this account that, 

1^ at the conclusion of the treatment, there was at first but 

little cessation of this peculiar pain, and tliat little 

relief, if indeed any, was afforded by intermitting the 

applications for a day, 

The severest pain, the pain least controllable by 

. opiates, appeared to us to be that which occurred durin|^ 

I the separation of the eschar ; and we refer its severity ixt\ 

I the singular circumstance, that living nerves cross tho! 

line of demarcation, and are thus exposed to violent'. 

traction and irritation. 

There was in no case any appreciable injury to thft 
constitution from the pain ; though there can be 
doubt that its continuance for any great length of time 
in the degree which some patients experienced, would 
have been of serious consequence, and that remissions of 
the treatment must have taken place. These, however, 
were for the most part cases amenable to no other mode 
of treatment ; such as epithelial cancers of the face, and 
of the skin in other parts. No instance of fainting, upon 
the removal of the eschar, i us, as we have 

been informed, has happene i persons ad- 

vanced in life. We have served much 

agitation of mind to occur uass has been 
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^^^■lIK claim for the treatment a credit vhich is not due to 
^^"' the knife, or indeed to any plan previously in use. For, 
although the knife has abundantly proved its value in 
those cases, for which it is rightly adapted, yet it aban- 
doned many more to their natural and fatal issue. The 
adhesions, or the extent of the disease rendered numerous 
cases unfit for operation by the knife. This system of 
gradual incision, however, is suited to them all. It is 
suited to all in which the knife may be used, and to many 
more. It is not, indeed, every case, even of a moveable 
tumour, which should, as we believe, be interfered with 
by this treatment, any more than by the knife. For the 
notion of the blood-root exerting any influence over the 
constitutional nature of cancer being got rid of, we are 
left, as of old, to study, the particular malignancy of each 
case, and to select for treatment those which may be 
benefited from those with which any interference will 
do harm. Compai'ed with the knife, then (we postpone 
the comparison with other modes of using caustics), the 
method we are considering claims a superiority, as 
regards the number of those afflicted with external 
cancer, who may be relieved by surgical treatment. 

Now, as respects those cases which are equally adapted 
for either treatment, — should the newer mode super- 
sede the old ? 

That the system of combined caustics and gradual 
incisions should in all cases be preferred to extirpation 
by the knife, is more than we need assert j since in fit 
cases the removal of the tumour can be effeg 
either. The cases in which the j 
^^^eettling the question will be found, are thos 
^^^Hk growth, having been very rapid, will piQ 
^^^nuc to be so during tbe progress of thefl 
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Tn auch cases, the enucleation of the tumour by the 
new method will, under the most favourable circum- 
Btances, be unusually protracted. The probability is, 
however, that a recurrence of the disease will take place 
equally soon, whichever plan be selected. 

In other cases, in which the question of removal by 
the knife would have been raised at all, the new method 
of treatment has seemed to us preferable. Our reasons 
for this opinion are those already stated at page 10, in 
the clauses numbered IV. and V. 

One advantage possessed by the gradual inBertion of 
the caustic by incisions over the operation is that, in 
the event of a speedy recurrence of disease during the 
healing process, or in the cicatrix, a repetition of the 
application of the caustic, over and over again, may be 
made without risk, and without the mental shock which 
attends the use of the knife a second or a third time. 

The question can hardly be settled by a statistical 
comparisen of fatal results. For, on the one band, the 
extent of mortality traceable directly to the employment 
of the knife, is not universally recognised and agreed 
on ; it differs greatly in different hospitals and in different 
countries : and, on the other hand, it would be rash to 
draw conclusions from observations made on less than a 
hundred cases, during a period of only six months, 
and in a hospital remarkably free from outbreaks of 
Erysipelas and Pyaemia. The facts before us simply 
are; 1. Tliat but one death has been attributable to the 
operation by the knife, in th^eriod of nine years that 
has elapsed since the recon^^^kp of our hospital ; and 
2. That no death has^^^^^V cOnagai|^ce of the 
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free from risk to life, and from liability to blood- (lisease. 
We caunotj however, foretell its results in other hos- 
pitals and under other circnmstancea. 

With regard to the numerical results, hitherto observed, 
in respect to the aggravation and recurrence of the 
disease : — twenty-one of our eases appeared to have 
been adapted for the use of the knife ; one of them was 
aggravated by the introduction of the paste, and waa 
soon discovered to have been originally unfi t for any 
treatment. In two of the cases, disease appeared behind 
the pectoral muscle, while still under treatment. The 
tumour was extirpated in ten patients, but in three of 
them cancerous tubercles formed in the adjoining skin, 
and a fourth has returned to the hospital, after au 
absence of three months since the wound healed, with a 
fresh tumour in the substance of the breast, One 
patient was sent home for a few weeks, it being doubtful 
if any disease remained or not. The remainder are 
still under treatment. 

It is in regard to this important question — the inteiTal 
that may elapse before the return of the disease — that 
we necessarily feel the need of further observation of 
the cases ; since time only will allow of a complete com- 
parison between the two modes of treatment. No delay, 
however, is required for concluding, from the numbers 
just given, that in this point of view the new plan of 
treatment is not superior to that by the knife. There 
has afready been a return of the disease in four out of the 
fourteen completed cases, and a failure in extirpating it 
in three others out of the whole number of twenty-one. 
On the other hand, looking to the character of the 
recurrent disease, neither can we say that the newer mode 
is proved as yet to be inferior to the knife. 



IT^Cai(aaia <t tk Mole at i 

It cuatat &il to itiike tkae vko nnirfttnpl^y- 
««tekcaKi nbiBetedto tkeModeof iiy fl ji nE faartfax 
by JwAk— , tfcal^ in wroal partWhirg, tlnr nniejt.M 
nd laoltB ue ill but identical with -m^at is olaerredin 
be oidtB»7 esafdojBott of mtticn Hk mortad 
gnnrdi u in both conc erte d iido ut odtar. Hut esdnr 
t* thrown off by die actitm of the Ihing puts, lie 
Iwaltbjr stmctures sppew litde prone to resent tbe 
catutic Bpplicatioiu, bowerer made; and inflaanma Tinn, 
ahKGH, eryupelaK, and paralent in&ctioa aie all bat 
unlcnoini conaequences of their use. For like reasons 
in both metbotU there U no lueniorrba^. Hk e^ci 
upon the local cancerons disease, vhicli foDovs dw 
introduction of the paste by gradual incisions, ia in its 
very Titrietira precisely that attending the ordinary use 
of catiDticH. Tliere has been in some of our cases, the 
•ame aggravation of disease, as followed the caustic 
treatnurnt of Dr. Llandolii. There has been in others, 
tlic Mitriie )x;iieficial effect upon the secondary' disease 
of gluiidn, which is often seen to follow the removal 
of It jjriniary tumour by the ordinary use of caustics. 

Hut there am Uienc diOcrenccs. The pain attending 
Vt. ViA\'» plan ia decidedly lesa. Tbe proportion of the 
iHchiirutic ill Iiih piuttc is greater than that in other 
umiHticM eotiiiKwid of the chloride of zinc, e.g. in Dr. 
C'ftTiiiuoia'H preparation. The chloride is mised with 
n new itifp-oiliont. Loitly, the paste is introduced in a 
difrurciit muunar. 

With rwipBCt to the comparative Pain, we may at 
imco iitate that of the many etwes which have been under 
our cure in the pant six months, there has i" ' '^"u one, 
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in wliich any of tis would have resorted to the ordinary 
use of caustics for the extirpation of the local disease, — 
so dreadful is the suffeiing attending their use. By the 
invention of the method of introducing caustics by 
gradual incision, a very important advantage is gained ; 
it admits to the benefit of treatment an entirely new 
class of those who suffer from Cancer — a class hitherto 
almost universally abandoned, at least in England — we 
mean, patients precluded, by the judgment of the 
surgeon, or it may be by their own choice, from the 
use alike of the knife or of ordinary caustics. In 
the cases now reported on, the majority of the patients 
were of that class, and in none was the value of the 
treatment more conspicuous. The average of pain was 
in these very patients the least : and nothing could be 
more striMng than the contrast between the distressed 
condition of such patients before th^ were treated, 
and their comparative ease afterwards ; healing sores or 
temporary scars taking the place of foetid, tender dis- 
charging, and constantly gromng masses of cancer. 
Every such patient restored to comfort, and with life pro- 
longed, is a witness to the value of this treatment ; and 
we cannot but esteem him happy, who could thus suggest 
and adapt to practice a method by which life and ease 
are extended to many persons previously without hope 
of either. That there are still cases so virulent in 
their malignant character, or so far advanced towards 
a fatal termination, as to be beyond all help, does 
not detract from its merit. This plan of treatment 
is a clear advance upon the past, and may not only 
be itself improved, but may be the way to more exteuded „ 
blessings upon a class of the community now signal 
distressed. 
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i idderaUy above the surrounding surfaccj it did not, in a 
week, at all lower the level of the sore, but the granula- 
tions covering it became small and healthy. The patient 
was a yonng man, just admitted into the hospital, and 
was kept in bed during the ti-eatment. 

In Case 50, the effect of the sanguinaria decoction 
upon cancer was contrasted with that of the chloride 
of zinc, in the same patient ; and it was found that the 
diseased tissues shelled off in somewhat larger flakes, 
with greater frequency, and with more pain under the 
use of the sanguinaria. The two fluids appeared to have 
equal power iu correcting the ftetor of the morbid parts. 

Its effect in tire Case of a yery large nlccratcd cancer 
of the breast, to which it was applied in powder for the 
period of a fortnight, was to destroy the vascularity of 
the surface of the sore, and change its appearance into 
that of whitish non-vascular lymph, to diminish con- 
siderably the quantity of the discharge, the consequent 
fcetor, and the pain. Upon employing, for ten days 
aubeequcntly, a lotion of conium and opium, without the 
sanguinai'ia powder, the fsetor returned, and some of the 
, discharge ; but there occurred no appreciable alteration 
in the character of the ulcerated surface. 

Id a Case of very large encephaloid tumour, with 
deeply excavated ulcers, formed on the left os innomina- 
tum of a middle-aged female, the decoction of sanguin- 
aria was employed with the effect, not only of diminishing 
the quantity of discharge, which had previously been 
profuse, but of removing tbe offensive odour and cleana- 
ing the surface. 

Further than this, we have made no inquiry into the 
powers of the sanguinaria as a topical remedy. For the 
purpose of destroying cancers it appears to be practically 
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inert. Such effects as those described would probably 
be produced by niany other woods employed in the form 
of powder. The metallic is confessedly the efficacious 
part of the paste; since Dr. Fell himself, finding that 
"months of continued application of the sanguiriaria 
were requisite to remove a tumour by its means/' aban- 
doned it as a solitary remedy for that purpose, though 
he retained it for some specific control which he sup- 
posed it to have over cancerous matter and action. It 
will also be gathered from what we have said, when 
comparing the action of the paste with that of caustics 
in general, that we attribute none of the power of the 
former to an agent so feeble ia its action as the 
sanguinaria. 

Incisions : — The last peculiarity of this treatment is the 
practice of incisions ; and we are of opinion that this is its 
oidy, but its very great merit. The sanguinaria is inert ; 
the chloride of zinc paste was known before ; but the 
iuciaions constitute a new feature in the treatment of 
cftneeroua tumours, for which we find no parallel iit the 
writings of the past, or in the practice of present surgeons. 
Cancer, in its constitutional nature, remains as ruthless 
and as unassailable as ever. Chloride of zinc may, or 
may not continue to be used for the desti-nction of the 
local disease. But the advantage placed in the hands 
of surgeons by the invention of gradual incisions, claims 
henceforth their very frequent adoption in the treatment 
of cancerous tumours, as well as a grateful aeVnowledg- 
Lment of the ingenuity of their inventor. 

(Sign^^ ^^^ 
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The treatment of a Case of Cancerous breast, towards 
the end of tbc last century, by Mr. Justamond bears 
some resemblance to the mode of Dr. Fell, inasmuoli 
as acarifioationa were made in the eseliar, and filled 
with a caustic application. Upon a perusal of the 
whole Case, however, it will be evident, that the gradual 
destruction of a cancerous growth by progressive inci- 
aions, and the repeated introduction of a caustic into 
them daily, for weeks, was far from his thought. We 
subjoin the whole case, as extracted from his writings :— 

"In one of the schirrous tumours, in which I had 
"tried the fore -mentioned methods without success, I 
" resolved to attempt the extirpation of it by the arseni- 
" cal caustic. My patient was extremely timorous, and 
" would by no meana be persuaded to submit to the 
" operation by the knife. She had a very hard stubborn 
" achirrus in the right breast just above the nipple, of 
"the size of a small apple, and beyond this a amall 
"indurated gland under the axilla. The arsenical pre- 
" paration I used in this cf -nposed of one-third 

"of antimony and two- arsenic fused to- 

l " gether. This being lalpable powder, 

' a few grains of it much powdered 

apium. But as tl d as I knew the 
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"arsenic would not act tlirough the cuticle, the day 
"before this powder was applied I rubbed the whole 
" surface of the gland gently with the lunar caustic. By 
" this contrivance the cuticle was easily separated nest 
" day, when mixing a small quantity of the powder with 
" part of the yolk of an egg, so as to bring it to the con- 
" BiBtence of an ointment, I spread this upon a pledget 
• " cut to the size of the gland, and applied it to the whole 
" surface. The pain was very great for the first four- 
" and-twenty hours, but after that subsided. I left this 

p " first dressing on for several days, when seeing it rpady 
" to drop off, I removed it, and found that all that part 
" of the skin on which the caustic had been applied 
" was cracking all round, and the tumour beginning to 
" separate. In expectation of facilitating this separation, 
" I made a few scan fi cat tons on the destroyed surface, 
" and filled t!ic crcvicea with more of the powder, apply- 
"ing over it a pledget of the same kind as the former. 
"But this second application did not, as I imagine, 
"produce any effect, for it caused no pain. I then 
" waited a few days to observe what would happen. The 
" separation began to take place more evidently at the 
"edges, which now looked florid, though the tumour 
" did not yet seem ready to eome away. To hasten this 
" event, 1 judged it proper to put some of the powder 
" all roimd the separating edges, and as low down as it 
" could be insinuated between the diseased gland and the 
!' sound skin. I soon found that this contrivance had 

r " its effect, for the pain it occasioned was more violent 
a. that produced by the first dressing. I ivas, how- 
" ever, obliged to repeat the application of the powder 
" to different parts of the edges at interB^it. but never 
i ao large a quantity as before. 13' id the 
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" Beparation of the tnmour was effected in little more 
" than two months, and the gland came out entire as a 
" nut out of its shellj or as if it bad been cleanly dis- 
" sected with a knife. The small gland under the arm- 
"pitlhad put nothing to, thinking it woidd dissolve 
" by the suppuration of the larger one, hut in this I was 
"mistaken; it atiU remained, but this circumstance 
" did not prevent the wound made by the separation of 
" the larger gland from healing very fast after it had 
"come out. Seeing the small gland still exist, after 
" the healing of the wound, contrary to my expectations, 
" I was very sorry I had not treated that in tlie same 
" manner as the large one, and at the same time ; which 
" might have been done with great ease, for it was so 
" small that the patient would not probably have received 
" much additional pain from it. I endeavoured to jHJr- 
" Buade her to let mc apply the caustic upon this little 
" swelling after the wound was healed, but I coiild not 
" prevail. She was bo well satisfied with having got rid of 
" the most material part of the disease, and being freed 
" from the pain which that gave her, and so fearful of 
" going through the same violent pain again, that she 
" chose rather to remain with it as it was. I saw her about 
" a year and a half after this, when she was in perfect 
" health ; the little gland under the arm-pit remained, 
" but it was neither increased nor decreased in size. 
" She suffered no pain from it, and there was then no 
" other appearance of the complaint. 

" This is the only instance in which I ever atterapte'd 
" to draw out the schirrous gland, as it is vulgarly called. 
" I have heard some eminent physicians say, that it was 
" a desideratum in surgery to know how to do this aa 
"Mr. Guy did. Whether Mr. Guy's method be the 
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"same as Mr. Plunket'a was, as it is imagined, I can- 
I " not take upon me to determine. I shall only observe, 
"that here is an instance of the same thing being done 
"by a method very different from Plunket's, though 
" easentially perhaps the same, with regard to the chief 
" remedy that seems to produce the effect. That effect, 
"by whichever of these methods it may be brought 
" about, or however painful may be their operation, is 
" certainly a very surprisiiig one ; and may be of advan- 
" tf^e, not only with respect to many timid persons who 
. " cannot reconcile their minds to the terror of the knife ; 
" but may also be of utility in some cases where the 
" knife cannot be used with safety. 1 shall be happy if 
" the advances I have made in this point should induce 
" my brethren to turn their thoughts to this kind of 
"operation, which, if it were once rescued from the 
" hands of empiricism, might not only become more 
" certain under the directions of a man of learning, at- 
" tentiou and experience, but might probably be rendered 
"more mild in its effects. To facilitate the attempts of 
"others in this matter, I shall observe that I was not 
"satisfied with my method of doiug it, though it auc- 
" cceded. I thought the operation too slow, and that I 
"was obliged to renew the application too often, which 
" not only prolonged the pain, but likewise made it ne- 
" cessary for me to use a greater quantity of arsenic, and 
"to continue it for a longer time than I could have 
" wished. It might perhaps succeed better if the powder 
"were made more active. For this purpose I should 
" prefer the crude arsenic to that which has been fiised 
" by heat. Neither is it necessary, perhaps, to blend it 
" with sulphur, which only serves to weaken its opera- 
" tion ; for a very small portion of arsenic when mixed 
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"with the yelk of an egg may be applied to a pretty 
"large surface; ani if we wish to divide its particles and 
mall quantity over a larger surface, this may 
"as well be done by adding some testaceous powder to 
"it, which will have this efiect without altering its pro- 
" perties, I would also recommend the corrosive subli- 
" mate to be joined to it, for although this combination 
" quickens its operation very considerably, yet I am 
" convinced from experience that it adds very little, if at 
"all, to the pain caused by the arsenic. One thing 
" further I must observe, which is, that when a schirr- 
" ous glaiid becomes ulcerated in one part, and that the 
"induration subsists with the skin entire much beyond 
" the ulceration, the apphcation of arsenic in this case 
"upon the ulcerated part of the gland seems to act no 
"more than any other caustic does, except that its effect 
" may be more extensive, and destroy more of the gland, 
" But it does not, as in the instance just recited, dispose 
"the gland to separate from the sound parts. This 
" action seems to depend on the application of the arsenic 
" to the sound skin when deprived of its cuticle. The 
" mineral seems then to act by bringing on inflammation 
" and suppuration in the cellular membrane all around 
"and underneath the diseased gland, which is thus forced 
"out entire and unaffected by the caustic. This in a 
"material point to attend to, and which I have learned 
"only from disagreeable experience. If any one, there- 
"fore, be desirous of applying the arsenic to an indu- 
" rated gland, which is ulcerated in the middle, in the 
"expectation of separating the whole gland at oi" 
" must extend the application all over the indurp 
"after having deprived the surrounding b' 
" cuticle, either by a blister or the method 
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m by me in the above instance, which I think preferable, 
as being less irritating. Perhaps it may hereafter be 
found only necessary to make a circle round the whole 
tumour for the application of the arsenical caustic. If 
^^ this should succeed, which is not improbable, from con- 
sidering the effects of this caustic, the utility of this 
method may be extended to cases where, from the ex- 
'^ tent of the complaint, it would not be safe to use it in 
the present mode, and that for obvious reasons. This 
is, however, merely a conjecture; and I sincerely and 
ardently wish that these, which are all the observa- 
tions I have been able to make upon the use and effects 
of arsenic, may lay the foundation of other more im- 
portant discoveries, which may hereafter tend to the 
" improvement of surgery, and the benefit of mankind.^^ 
— An Account of the Methods pursued in the treatment 
of Cancerous and Schirrous Disorders, and other Indu- 
rations. By J, O. Justamond, F.R.S., and Surgeon to 
the Westminster Hospital, 1780. 
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In reporting tlie following Cases, we bave tfcoogkt it 

I best to give, in fiill, the partieniars of bat one in cact 

class of those which have been snctxssful. It wimld 

be a tedious and nnnecesaaij repetition to det«il sjnilar 

I at the same length. Indeed, so great, fiw some 

I time, was the iramher of patients tmder daily treatment, 

' that it would have been impossible, if wc had desired it, 

to keep estensive records of them all. Any impartmDl 

circumstance occnrrin^ in the coarse of a aae, and 

especially anything Lke ill snocess, was eaiefiiBj noted ; 

for we were of opinion that the most TalnaMe Report 

would be that which most folly set fi^th before othen 

the various possible causes of failnre. Thia tcmaik s to 

he borne in mind, lest an unfair impreanoD of the *«&• 

of the treatment should be obtained Graai fnmmatam 

given to unsuccessfid cases. 

In some of the Cases we ion taken adnntip ft Ae 
time occupied in piintiiig, to cow tiaii e iW Remfa of 
I them beyond the date of the Beport ifrlf 

SCtXKHCa or TBZ WWWtwr AUMVIAr 



dark 

January 24thii 
but the hai 
mairipd, at 
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14th. — The mass, being attached only by a portion of its base, 
Uld having gravitated downnards, was carefully cat across, and 
removed. Its vertical diameter had increased to 5^ inches, the 
transverse to4i : the measurement of the ulcer was 4i by 4 inches; 
and the snrface was snperficial. 

20tli.— Ulcer is 3 inches in diameter, and ia formed entirely of 
healthy granulations. 

April 27th — Has been an Out-patient lately. Returns to-day 
■with a healthy scar, less than 2 inches in diameter. A eord of 
absorbents is indiatinetly perceptible below the edge of the pectoral, 
bat no enlarged gland can be felt in the axilla, and her general 
health ia excellent. 

July 6th. — She called merely to show herself. The cicatris and 
all around are quite sound, the breast generally being of the 
L ayerage size and form. Her health ia excellont. 

BCIKEHCS OF THE BREAST HEMOVED. 

Case 7. — Emma M., set,, 40, was admitted in the end of Janu- 
ary. She has been a widow for two years, and hsshadflveehildren. 
Only the eldest survived, and he is sis years of age. The youngest 
was born three years ago. She herself is a stout, florid, healthy 
looking person, having led a healthy life, and lately got iat At 
the outside of the right breast is a hard tumour embedded in the 
mammary tissue, except that it reaches to the axillary side of the 
pectoral muscle and tliero adheres to the skin. It ia of about the 
eize of a waluut, but longer laterally. A cord leading from the 
tumour, and an enlarged axillary gland, are thought to exist, but 
there is so much adipose matter in the axilla, that this ia doubtfiil. 
The disease has existed fourteen months, and occasions pain dowa 
tha arm ; the tumour is itself painful when the arm is moved. 

February 2nd. — The acid was applied overtlie tumour to a space 
of skin 3 j^ inches in breadth, by 3 inches in vertical diameter ; one 
of the foldn of skin beneath the pectoral muscle was included in the 
dwrrcd surface. The appUcation was decidedly painliil, and the 
iktD vosiontcd at onoo. 

8th.— Tho usual treatment by incisioni and strips of linen 
■mnuvd with poslc, wn" punucd in this case. The pain was severe. 
Mid ivcnslonitlly ipoitt her rait It lii in this oau, more than tuDBlly 

UnilUd hi '^' * ' -• ■ — 

1 It U e«iilmt Utkt a 
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eachar near the axilla ; otherwise the feeling in the part is as if a 
weight pressed it. The deepest incision measures about f of an 
incii after the week's Ircatment ; hut such measurement is no gnage 
of the depth that has been incised ; for considerable quantities of 
unchanged oil have oozed out, as tlie subcutaneous fat-cells have 
been cut open, and the real depth is much greater than it appears 
to be. The eutaneona part of the eschar is greasy from this cause. 

18th, — All the oil has filtered out of tho tells, and the sides of 
the incisions present the usual white-aah colour ; vessels filled 
with cords of black solid blood are plainly visible in it. Sho has 
less pain, The slough has extended downwards. 

26th. — Tho last application was mado to-day. Sho has lately 
l>een unable to sleep without on opiate j she has numbness in the 
arm, and much "drawing" pain in the breast. 

March 2nd. — She has had mnch less pain in the week since the 
dressing with the paste has been discontinued. 

10th. — The eschar was loosened occasionally with scissors, and 
has, moreover, been thrust out by the granulations. It fell out 
this day at noon. The whole mass measured 4^ inches across. 
The remaining ulcer is in one part about an inch in depth ; it is 
four inches in breadth. 

23rd. — The sore is two inches distant from the nipple, yet milk 
oozes with some freedom from two or three spots in the midst of 
the granulations. She has not suckled for 2^ years. 

April 13th.— The sore is aU but healed. The axilla is a little 
full, but it was uncertain if there were any enlarged gland in it. 
She returns to the comitrj to-morrow. Health excellent. 

July 29th. — Readmitted into the Hospital. Her general health 
appears quite good. The cicatrix forms a mere line in its anterior 
half, as if the large wound had there healed by the first intention. 
The posterior half is triangular, very dense, but healthily vascular 
and red. In the substance of the breast, at tho lower edge of tho 
narrower part of tho scar, a hard tumour has formed. It is of 
about the size of an almond, and is both painful and tender. 
Moreover, a gland in front of the axilla is felt decidedly en- 
larged, and is likewise tender. Towai'da the back of the axilla 
there is a little nodular irregulai'ity, which is suspected, rather 
than distinctly ascertained, to arise from cancerous Enlargement 
of the glands in that situation. Drops of blood ocoasionally 
' "RcapB from the nipple, 

' — A freezing mixture of ice and salt was applied over 
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the outside of the breftst ond the axilla, ■wiiEh had the effect 
of taming a large portion of the surface qnite white, and render- 
ing the whole inBensible. Aa soon as it was wiped dry, the frozen 
surface was 'washed with nitric acid in the usual way. Feeling 
returned in the akin hcfore the acid had effectually destroyed 
it, and she consequently suffered pain ; but she distinctly 
mid that the pain never rose to such acuteness as on the first 
osion, when the acid was osed without previous freezing of the 

August 3d. — Incisions have becnmode so aa to radiate to all parts 
of the eircumferencB of the eschar. A cyst has been opened in the 
situation of the tumour and linear cicatrix. 

20th. — The anterior half of the eschar came away yester- 
day, and the remaining port from the axilla to-day. The paste 
■Qsed on this occasion has been nindc without eansiiinaria, and 
by substituting liquor opii scdativus for water. The patient con- 
atantly felt drowsy after each dressing ; and that ceased when the 
insertion of the paste into the slits was discontinued. 

September 8th. — The sore has been rapidly contracting and 
healing ivithout any untoward occurrence : atid her health con- 
tinues good. She will rclum to the country in a few daya. 



LARGE OPEN c.« 



Case 8. — Elizabeth M., in her eighticlh year, frail and 
emaciated, was admitted into the Middlesex Hospital, January 6, 
■with a cancer in her right breast, of twelve mdnths' growth, and 
in which ulceration had commenced three months before her 
admission. 

From tlie centre and axillary side of the mamma there projected 
an irregularly globular mass of scirrhous (rancor, seven inches in 
diameter at its base, and cKcavatcd, to the extent of fmir inches in 
breadth, into a foul ragged ulcer, with profuse foetid discUaj^e. In 
the greater part of its ciraumference the margins of the cavify con- 
sisted of round bosses of a purple colour ; the depth of the ulcer was 
" ' ' ^-^If, hut, owing to the ele>'ation of the whole mass 

tie chest, the base did not adhere to the ribs, 
Kstoral muscle, and the tumour was partially 
COTeiing the oulcr bardera of the cavity was 
jUred) and for sumc distance around the base it 
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was red and oedematons. There was no disease in the axilla or 
chest. For the first fortnight the treatment consisted in applying 
palliative remedies to the nicer, and giving difiiisible stimulants 
and carminatives, with nonrishing diet. Although Burnett's solu- 
tion was employed plentifully about the bed and outside the dress- 
ings, the bad smell from the breast was but imperfectly corrected. 
On the 16th, lint moistened with Burnett's solution of the strength 
of one part to seven of water was inserted into the cavity of the 
ulcer, and frequently changed ; but as it caused much pain, it was 
desisted from in three days, and a lotion w^th chlorate of potash 
substituted. 

On the 22nd of January Dr. Fell commenced his treatment. 
For the first three days he employed his remedy diluted with 
stramonium ointment ; afterwards he applied it undiluted, pre- 
viously scoring the dead surface slightly at each successive dress- 
ing, or first scraping away portions of the friable eschai-, and then 
incising the surface before putting in his remedy. At the end of 
a week the whole morbid mass had perceptibly shrunk, without 
occasioning particular pain, or more than slight irritation in the 
adjacent parts. The surface of the ulcer consisted of a dry, ash- 
coloured slough, the incisions in the firmer parts of which extended 
to the depth of half an inch ; at the bottom of the ulcer there were 
collected each day a few drachms of thickish fiuid, which came 
apparently from an abscess opening from beneath the ad- 
joining red skin. The effect of the application was to destroy at 
once the offensive smell which formerly extended beyond the 
bed. 

February 19th. — The shape of the diseased mass, as well as its 
size, is much altered. The large bosses constituting the margins 
of the ulcer have shrunk, and the uneven excavations forming its 
bottom have united into one funnel-shaped cavity, which has been 
considerably reduced below its original dimensions by the general 
contraction of all the diseased part. About this period the mea- 
surement of the mass had diminished to 3f inches transversely, 
by 2f inches vertically. 

21st. — A line of demarcation has been gradually forming 
around the eschar, and it is now in some parts of considerable 
depth. Portions of the more projecting parts of the slough, with 
the view of diminishing its weight, were cut away ; the remainder 
was incised, and dressed as before. 

March 18th. — For a few days poultices have been applied. ''^^ 



eschar haying become loose, was easily removed with tho forcepi 

20th. — The base of the cavity, which is much dimitiishBd in 
depth, and scarcely exceeds tvro inches in breadth, is a healthy 
gmnulaling sore. Except a small portion of tlic upper and inner 
part, the margins are sonnd ; but tbere the edge ia hard, and the 
alceration presents the characteristic appearances of cancer. A 
•mall quantity, of the undiluted paste was applied to the unsound 
portion of the edge, the cavity being filled with cotton wool 
■pread with atramonium ointment. 

3lBt.— The paste has been daily applied to tic part of the edge 
where the disease remained, and the eschar has almost aepa- 
lutcd. Cicatrisation boa proceeded rapidly in tho remainder 

April 19th.— The whole cavity has healed, except a part about 
the size of a thumb nail, where the granulations are healthy. The 
iurrounding parts, embracing a portion of the mamma, are soft 
and natural. 

July 0th. — The smid.! part of the sore left unhealed assumed 
the character of cancerous nlceraliou, and in the middle of June 
tho paste was reapplied, which caused the separation of a small 
eschar. As the sore resulting again presented the appearonoe of 
cancer, the application of tho paste was renewed to-day. 

August 19th. — The pasfe soon brought away en eschar of the 
nzoof a garden-bean. The sore has been dressed with stramonium 
ointment, and is now quite closed. 

30th. — The cicatrix is of the sxe of a abilling : is pliant, and 
moves freely on the subjacent parts: its edges ore soft, level with 
die auiTounding skin, and entirely free from any signs of remaining 
canorous structure. 

For completing this report it remains to speak of the pain, and 
of the effects on tho constitution produced by the treatment. As 
to the 6i-st, it is to bo admitted that tho patient frequently ex- 
pressed herself strongly as suffering pain ; she sometimes also 
«ud that the pain continued even when she waa asleep ; but at no 
time did she rannifest any unwillingness to have the applications 
renewed. She declined opiates when proposed, and, according 
to the nurse's reports, she seldom, j 
and sound sleep. From t' 

her appetite was k 
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formed without the aaristance of medicine, and fhe aoon gained 
perceptiblj in flesh and healthj appearance. With lew excep- 
tions, she was oat of bed earlj for aeyeral hoars together; and 
even took exercise in the open air. She is, however, at present 
conflned to bed hy constant pain and tenderness in one knn. 
No disease of the vertebrse, or of any internal organ can be 
ascertained to exist. 

CANCEB. OF RIGHT BilEAST. — GB.OWTH OF TUMOUE DUUINO 
TREATMENT.— EFFECTUAL REMOVAL. 

Case 9.— Ann T., set 61, a widow for the last 21 years; pale, 
harassed, and much troubled with cough and shortness of breath, 
which appear to depend chiefly upon disease of the heart, waa 
admitted February 22nd. 

She has a very loose breast, the upper half of which, including 
the nipple, is healthy ; the lower part is solid, firm, covered with 
thickened, red, adherent skin, and pendent. A rounded, red, soft 
growth, about equal to the large end of an egg, projects from the 
level of the hard lump, which is as large as an orange, and 
threatens to burst. The whole tumour is of ten months' growth. 
During the last three months, in which the aeoondaiy protrnaioa 
has appeared, she has sufiered pain. 

February 23d. — ^The treatment waa began by inlying the add 
to the whole of the prominence, and to the lower part, and one 
inch of the upper part, of the thickened, caoeerons, vtd iskm. The 
incisions were, consequently, chiefly made at the lower naiaee vi 
the disease, and opened downwards. 

When the incisions had penetrated the akiiit ilie only wrwtmm 
ally suffered much pain. Between Kaidi 1st and 5fih tltrw^ dk- 
tinct cysts, containing clear flmd, were opeccd; from nsMb^ iajf 
an ounce escaped at once; its cavity, idien dreattd, was nt&fM 
viith cotton wool epteaA with the paste. She eo«ld at tosK* iuiw^ 
the whole night. Her eoag}i anbaidpd, and the hresHiiSi^ aaA 
her general appearance and fedhig maeh ia^rored viuje tlie 
treatment went on. 

The local drcamatanoes in this caae were remarkaluE:. Is e/am- 
sequence, probably, of the position of the iiuiwm%, the ^rvwik 
was penetrated very slowly by the 'ptutte; while, at the titf 
time, the shrinking of the eschar proc ee ded at an mnianafSy nqad 
rate. By the lat of Apnly the indaioiia readied only about aa hr 
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upward ae the skin had been destroj-ed by tlic acid. Meanwhile, 
however, the npper part of the tutnoor hod cantiDiicd to grow, and 
extended iato the mammary gland, in that du'ection. A fresh 
application of the ncid was oonaeqnentiy miido over the tiewly 
developed tumour. By the end of April, the lower part of theesohar, 
■which had been first treated, was completely detached from the 
Burfttce of the chest, and nearly tlio whole sore had healed behind 
it ; so thitt the newly-formed eschar, which was still under treat- 
ment, being attached to the breast only by the higher portion of 
the tumour, hung down in &ont of the cicatrix, and obscured it. 
The whole slough did not finally separate till May. 

Juno 27.^Sho was discharged, in much improved health, with 
the wound quite healed, and without n trace of diaeaae either in 
I cicatrix or axilla. 



Case 10. — Mrs, S,, tet. 56, feeble, and lame irom rheumatism [ 
I mother of seven children, of whom the youngest is sixteen years 
I old ; sent from Hampshire ; was admitted March 10th. 

-The site of the left breast is occupied by a Hot, oval, projecting 
tumour, in shape and size not unlike the longitudinal section of a, 
lat^c human kidney. The surface of the whole tumour ia ulcerated 
to a nearly uniform level throughout, except in the middle of the 
outer border facing the axilla, where the ulceration has proceeded 
to a greater depth than elsewhere. The structure of the tumour 
generally ia rather soft and spongy ; and its bordein are slightly 
rounded and everted, partially overhanging the base: but in the 
centre, near the axilla, whore the escavation is greatest, the mor- 
bid substance is of dense consistence, with a contracted puckered 
appearance around. The edge of the ulcer, at the latter part, 
reaches a short way along the hollow space overhung by the 
border of the pectoral muscle. For some distance around the 
whole growth, the skin is [edematous and stiftj with a glazed 
surface, variously discoloured purple or red. The tumour gene- 
rally ia scarcely moveablo at oil on the chest ; the firmest adhesion 
being near the axilla, tn the anterior part of that c 



*, formiiig a tumour of tl 



adheres to the edge of the pcctu 
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a yenra ngo tte pntiont obaerved a hard lump, like a. pea 
dose to the nipple. After several months this Bubslance grew to 
the size of a, walnut, and drew in the nipple. Twelve moatlia 
since, when the lump was of tlio Kizo of aa egg, the skin broke. 
During the proti'usion and enlargement of tke tumour, and the 
extension of the ulceration, the pain \ras constant and excessive, 
depriving her of sleep, so that " no one could tell what she 
suffered." 

Unfavourable as the case appeared, it was agreed in consulta- 
tion that it was proper to give the patient th§ chance of any benefit 
which tlo treatment might confer. Accordingly, on March 12th, 
the paste, much diluted with stramonium ointment, was applied 
on calico oyer the ulcerated surlkce. On the third day, the paste 
was applied undiluted- At Htst, the escharproduced hy the applica- 
tion was friable, like decayed cheese, and that was chie&y scraped 
away. But in a short time the consistence of the base became so 
firm, that incisions were made, and those were filled with strips 
of cahco smeared with the paste. The dressing was not attended 
with much pain ; it being much less than she had experienced 
during the growth of the tumour : she was out of bed all day, and 
walked in the garden. The deepening of. the incisions was dis- 
continued on tho 27tt March ; at which time the ulcerated 
groove forming tho line of demarcation, was deep, especially to- 
wards the axilla, and the eschar was somcwllat prominent, llie 
stramonium ointment round the eschar gave much ease. At this 
period, the mass of glands in the axilla had become not only 
decidedly smaller, but much more fi'eely moveable in its bed. 

April 9tli.- — With a little cutting at its base, the slough camo 
out — CDtposiug the fibres of the pcctoralis mujor muscle. The 
diameter of the sore was 4J inches. She ha3 continued to make 
light of the pain. 

17th.— The sore measures 3^ by 2^ inches : its bottom has 

n to tho level of the skin : at its axillary edge there is a small 

hard part, of the size of a pea ; the gland formerly in the axilla 

a ojteriorly, under tile fold of the pcctomlia muscle ; 

the skin covering it is hard and adherent, but otherwise it ia 

L attached loosely, and has lost a quarter, at least, of its original 

May 4th the acid was applied over the axiUary gland; and 

afterwards treated by incisious and paste till it separated 

tho ISth May. By the end of that month, the 




woilnd was nearly healed : but us a small part of the axillary 
odgo of the BOre appeared to be again offccted with cancerona 
aotioD, there was a renewal of the paste : and in about a. fortnight 
the eschar, which measured two iiichcB square, and had tliree elits 
in it, peeled off. 

June 22[id. — The sore resulting &om the lost application of the 
paste is fast contracting, being 1^ inch t rami vcr Bel j*, and 3} inches 
Terticallj. It is situated between the principal cicatrix and the 
axilla, being overhung bj the border of the pectoral mnsele. Its 
BurfaoQ is level with the adjoining skin, and the gtanulationa ore 
healthy. The ai^accnt akin is sound. No enlarged glands can 
be detected cither in the axUk or aboTe the clavicle. 

July 22nd. — Shortly after the lost report she became, at her own 
option, an Out-patient: but on account of lameness from eeverc 
sciatica, a complaint to which she had boen long subject, she 
could not continue her attendance long. She returned to the 
country when the sore was nearly quite closed, and in a healing 
condition. To-day one of the nurses received a letter from her, 
fnli of expressions of gratitude, and saying that but for the weak- 
ness of her leg she sliould be quite well [ adding, that " her 
breast is healed nicely." 
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Case 11. — Catherine L., tet. 68, who has borne twelve chiJ- 
dren, the youngest being sixtoen years of age, was admitted 4th 
June. She has had cancer of the left breast for eight years. Under 
the treatment of a eancer-curer in the country, three and a half 
years ago, a largo lump oame away. The application appears 
to have been a strong caustic. Eighteen months ago the disease 
returned. There is a deep irregnlarlj shaped, extensive cancerous 
ulcer, with folds of the adjacent skin converging to it and adhet^ 
ing to the chest. There is no disease in the axilla. 

June 24th. — The whole tumour has been removed, and a large 
gap remains in its place. The sore is healthy, except in having- 
a portion of necrosed rib at one part of its centre. 

SOth.^At her own request she became an Out-patient, 

July 27th. — The exposed cartilage of rib being loose, was ex- 
tracted to-day — it was IJ inch long. 

August 5th. — The whole sore is healed and much controctod. 
Her health is good, and there is no trace of further discoae. 



ADHERENT AND tlLCEBATED CANCER OF THE BBEAST REMOVEB. 

Case 12.— Eliza S., fet. 49, was admitted March 31st. Five 
years back she first observed a lump at the outside of the 
right breast. A year ago the akin began to get hard and tight 
over the breast, and about three mouths since it ulceratefl. 
The whole mamma is now contracted, and covered with deofifi 
adherent skin in irregular folds : hard globular masses of acirrhOS 
are formed along the border of the pectoral muscle, and the whole 
diseased mass moves but little over the chest. In the hollow 
below the fold of the pectoral moscle, a superficial nicer of the size 
of a florin piece is situated. In the anterior part of the axilla, a 
gland of the size of a fiihert, fl.nd firmly attached to the deepo* 
parts, can be felt. A gland of the size of b chestnut, enlarged and 
indoraled, is also felt above the clavicle. The ease was deemed 
an nufavourable one for treatment, but it was undertaken in hopoa 
of improving the condition of the patient. 

April 2ud. — Nitric acid was applied over three quarters of the 
diseased mass, selecting the most prominent parts. 

May nth,— The eschar dropped out. 

Juno 27th, — A perfectly healthy scar, of small size, fiied to (he 
chest, has formed. She requests to bo made an Out-patient. 

August 25lh. — The cicatrix continues sound. Except a tubercle 
of the ti/e of a spUt-bean, a little removed from the upper edge of 
the sear, and beneath sound skin, no trace of cancer exists at the 
original seat of the disease. On close examination, a small, flat, 
moveable gland is detected in the axilla. The gland above the 
clavicle is considerably diminished in size. For some time a firm 
uniform cedematous swelling, extending from the cla^-icle to the 
cicatrix, gave rise to apprehensions that cancerous disease was 
Springing up there : but under the application of tho iodide of lead 
ointnient, the tumefaction gradually subsided. Owing to the dc- 
stmotion of parla, and contraction of the cicatrix, the skin of tho 
Axilla with its hair is dragged near to the fixed scar, which 
occupies the former aito of the nipple; and that drawing in of 
tiie pectoral muscle impedes the motions of the arm. 8 lie looks' well, 
I and bos not, for many years past, enjoyed such excellent health. 
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tall and thin, and appeared in bftd heulth. Sho had aoffered tk 
good di?al of pBJD in the tumour. 

An eschar of about three inches in diameter, including the 
nipple and areola, came away 8th May: and by June 12th, a 
healthy scar, less than an inch and a half in diameter, was 
formed in its place, more than half the brcoiit remaining sound. 

August 15tJi, — No trace of disease Bsiats in the scar or axilla. 

CANCER op BREAST EXTIEPATED, 

Case 15. — Mary S., cet. 60, a sallow woman, had had a cancer 
in the middle of the left breast for i years, and experienced much 
darting pain in it. The akin was adlierent, discoloured, and 
beginning to give way. She was received as an Out-patient : 
and the treatment was begun on the 29th May. 

She had but Uttle ease during ita continuance. Tho incisiona 
were six in number, they were deepened and dressed with the 
paste till 15th June. The eschar, which measured five inches 
transversely, and four inches vertically, came away 2nd July. 
The sore rapidly filled up, and on the 27th July was on a level 
with tho skin and nearly cicatrized ; the adjacent parts and (lie 
axilla being sound. Her health ia greatly improved, 

August 3rd. — A lymphatic gland, indurated and of the size of 
a filbert, was felt loose in the axilla to-day for the first time. 

23rd.-'Ovcr the sternum is a general fulness and hardness, 
without defined borders, and the yeins are distinct. The axillary 
gland continues the sanic. Sko is free from pain; and nhe ex- 
les herself as qait« well. 



CANCER OF BKEAST REMOVED. 
Case 16.— Eliya Ann S., a dwarf, tet. 47, well nourished, but 
pale, was admitted May 12th, &om a Unioo^house, in which she 
had resided many years. She had a cancerous tumour, nearly 
three inches across, deeply seated in the substance of the left 
breast, and of five months' growth. The treatment was begun on 
the 13th May ; and the tumour was renioved on tl^ 24lh June. 

June 30th. — Wound healthy and contracting. The edge near 

the axilla was a little thickened, and it was doubtful whether 

^ there was any cancerous disease at that sjwt. The thicIieniDg, 

however, was ignite soft, and there was no glandular disease in a 

hthe axilla* ^^| 



August 11th. — For tho l&st three weeks the wound iUM heen 
closed, except a port about the kize of a shilling, trh-ioh has 
hcen indolent ; owing, it bos been thought, to her oniEmic coDsti- 
tadon. There hna been no reappearance of cuncerooB disease. 
The eicatrix and adjacent skin are sound. She was discharged 
tft-day. 



Case 17. — Esther K., nit. 54, admitted May 19, vith a large 
cancerous tumour in tho left hreost of eighteen months' growlli. 
The treatment waa at once commenced, Beven incisionB beug 
required, and the tumour was removed June 24th. 

July Hlh.— She was raade on Ont-patient 

20th.— A small nodule is noticed internal to the sear, wMch 
is an inch and a quarter in diameter, and is healed all but a 
slight superficial rawness. Occasional pain in the left side, other- 
wise her health is good. 

August Sth. — Wound quite healed. Aiilla healthy throughout. 



Case 18.. — Q., set. 35, a healthy looking married noman, ad- 
mitted May Tlh, had a cancer of the left breast of two years' 
standing. In that period it hod grown from the size of a hazel 
not to that of tm orange. She had had no operation ; but, at one 
time, she had from four to six leeches applied to the breast every 
third day, for a period of six weeks. 

The treatment was at once commenced ; and the tumonr dropped 
out ns a slough on June 15th. The sore appeared healthy until 
the 25th of June ; when a small eancei-ous growth which sprouted 
from a port of it was attacked- At the end of July a email 
growth appeared, which was liiewiso destroyed. Shortly after- 
wards she left the hospital. 

CANCER OF BREAST EXTIRPATED, 
Case 19.— Eliza A., mt 39, was admitted with a scirrhooa 

tumour of the right breast, of the size of a lorgi; walnut, near tho 

sternal border of the gland. The skin was adherent but unbroken. 

It had existed for nearly two years, and had lately enlarged oon- 

tiderably. 

The treatment was begun May 26th ; the ii 
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nDinber, and the last dressing took place Jane Sth. On the 17(li 
of Juno the slough was removed. On the 22ad she nos mode an 
Out-patient, with a perfectly healthy wound, measuring three 
inches by two inches, iiiside the nipple. 

July 10th. — ITie scar ia nearly completed, but is inflamed, vesi- 
cating a little, and a small abscess has formed in the axilla. 

1 5th. — The scar is well, tho axillary abscess healed, and there 
is no secondary cancerous disease. 

September 14th. — Shortly after the last report, the upper angle 
of the cicatrix opened, and formed a superficial sore an inch in 
diameter i bat it speedily healed, without presenting any of the 
characters of caocer. At one or two points, along the outer border 
of the Bear, where it is quite sound, the mammary gland is abnor- 
mally hard i but it is apparently from the effects merely of simple 
inflammation ; the nipple, which rests on these parts, is soft and 
erect, and the skiu is moveable. 

During the whole courso of treatment, this patient has suffered 
very little pain, has never been deprived of sleep, and has con- 
tinued in excellent health. 

CANCER OF MAMJIA HEMOVEU.— DISEASED GLANDS. 

Case 20.— Susan H,, set. 67, came as an Out-patient on March 
2Stb, with a ki^ scirrhous mass in the left breast, chiefly covered 
by mammary tissue, but reaching the surface at the nipple, on one 
side of which a crust had formed. The disease had commenced 
below the nipple eight months before. Several diseased glands 
could be felt in the axilla, forming a chain which reached to the 
neck. The subclavian space was swollen, as compared with that 
of the opposite side, and some glands could be indistinctly felt in it. 

March 25th.— The acid was applied to a surface, including the 
nipple, of four inches in diameter. On April nth, the eight in- 
cisions made in the eschar were dressed with the paste for the 
last time. By May 1st tho slough had dropped out. On June 2nd 
the sore, which had been for some time nearly heated, was eitur 
triiod, the scar being only two inches in diameter. The affected 
glands, without other perceptible change, became more freely 
moveable in their bed of cellular membrane. She preserved her 
health during all the treatment, and made light of the pain \ some- 
to show that it was not great, shaking tho breast with her 
band or squeezing it. 
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ntor to the hospital in the ab- 
■ t^orted hcraolf to the sister of the 
D in the breast, hiT only incotiTetiience 
Mac * atWbtM in th» km. 

CANCKB OF BJtE^iST EXTIRPATED. ] 

CarbSI.— Etinkbfth B., wt. fiS. was adniitted Ma^ 19th for 

I HKtrrbuiu luiUDUraf the right brcBst,oflhrr« jcora'gTDwth, with 

^ « clwttw <>f iudumtvd gUnds in tho axilla, and continue>d into tVe 

Wck. Ttw miMW was tmled bj incisions dressed with the 

St*. TIm siongh dropped ont June 32nd. She was made an 
l>p«tiMtt Joiw 30th. The sotc tapidlj contracted, and the 
w(Jac«Dt puts contiliiMd soft and hcalthj. Tho cicatrix was per- 
fevl); fi>rm«d in ihsb^Dntng of Au^st; when itwoa remailBd 
that the l^vniphatio glands in the axilla and neck were mooh 
unaller ihftn before the tiratment commenced. 

UNCER OF DKEAST KSTtRP.4TED.— SUBSEaCENT (EDEMA. 

Ca*K 23.— F.liu S., ivt. 40. apparently healthy, came as an 
Out-pallcut with a cancer of the Iclt breast. The disease Had 
existed two yeora, was gmvi-ing slowly, but was very painful, 

Tho trvaimeiil was eommenoed on the 19th May. On the 24th 
of Juno the tumour waa out ; and the gap left measured 4 inches 
by G inchoB in opposite directions. 

July Sih.— She was able to leave town, the wonod healingi 
tnd >vithout pei«eptiblo disease in the axilla. 

August lat. — She returned to-day, alarmed at occasional Bttacka 
of pain in the cicatrix, which had closed a fortnight ago, and 
vhicJi now presents a perfectly heal Ihy appearance. Above and 
below tho soar, and principally in the pectoral region, there ia a 
£nn genoral s^'clling, like that of ccdema ; hut no dolincd tumour 
or enlargement, like the conimpncement of a cancerous growth, 
can be detected anywhere 

September 9th. — She has attended occasionally. Tlio swelling 
remains as diatinct as before, but is somewhat softer. Neither in 
the oicntrix, asitlft, nor subjacent walls of the chest, can anything 
be observed, save the swelling, to lead us to apprehend a re- 
currence of tho disease. Yet the patient is anxiouH, and tells us 
of sudden attacks of shooting pain in tho breast, which last for 
an hour and a half at n lime, and return two or " times a 
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week, [ind these make her quite ill for soine bonrs afterwards. 
Her general lookG are those of good health. 



OPEN CANCEK OF THE BKEAST EXTraPATED. 

Case 23—0., wt 6Y, was received as an Out-patient, July 6th, ; 

with a scirrhous tumonr, of the size of a small orange, embedded in 
the upper segment of the right breast, and having a superficial cir- 

■ cnlar ulcer, an inch and a half in diameter, on its most prominent 
part. The nipple was retracted. The breast was moveable on 
the cheat. A small indurated gland was feit loose in the axiUn. 
She first noticed the tumour when small, two years ago : the skia 
broke two months ago. 

There being around the circumference of the nicer a border 
of sound skin, about an inch and a half in breadth, which 
covered the face of the tumour where it was not ulcerated, it 
was agreed, in conenltfttion, to omit applying the nitric acid 
to the healthy skin, and to obserre the cfiects of attacking 
the disease through the open ulcer simply. Accordingly, a 
circular piece of cotton, sufEcietitly large to cover the uliier 
and a narrow halo of pink-coloured skin bordering it, was 
spread with paste, and laid on the nicer. On the two following 

kdays the same thing was done, with the addition of scoring the 
eschar. At first, tho incisiotis were only three in number ; these 
were dressed, as usual, with strips of anointed calico : the only 
diiTerence from the ordinary practice Iwing that the ends of the 
strips were left rather long, so as to admit of some of the paste 
' coming in contact with the partially destroyed skin at the circum- 

ference of the eschar. Gradually the diameter of the eschar was 
enlarged, bo that on the eighteenth day of the treatment it mea- 
sured four inches transversely, and three vertically ; and there , 
were six slits, the average depth of which was one inch and three 
quarters. At that time, July 24th, a sulcus had formed in the 
line of demarcation, at the outside ; hut in the rest of tho civcnin- I 
ferenco the line was marked only by unbroken vesications. From 
tho contraction attending the process of sloughing, the eBchar was 
; perceptibly depressed below its former level. The surrounding 
^^^H skin was much inflamed. She complained of great pain, and her j 
^^^K looks confirmed what she said. J 
^^^^ August 1st. — Ceased to deepen and dress the inciaonB, Tits M 
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nippla, which b on Uio edge of the line of separation of {he Eoond 
■kin from tlie eschar, ia ajdumatoui, but otherwise health}'. She 
ia improved in health. 

Aug. lOIh.— For some days tlio borders of the eschar have 

overhung the aouod akiii in some places, to about tliree quarters 

of an iiieh ; which shows hon rapid); contractiun of the subjacent 

llOB been taking place, ei'cii before the actual separation of the 

Igh. To-day the eschar dropped off. It measured four inches 

throe, with a thickness of two iuches. 

Beptember lOtli. — Since the last report the sore has progressively 
COQtrantifd and skinned over, so that now, ciccupt a. small super- 
ficial healthy part near the nipple, where the caticle seems form- 
ing, it is healed. The cicatrix measures two inches Terticallj, 
and three-quarters of an inch trans versely. The part of the 
main oi Dry gland which adjoiocd the tumour feels soft and 
□atui'ul. Tho skin all around is freo from any indication of 
dancer. The indurated gland formerly noticed in the axilla, is ao 
much reduced in size, that it is doubtful whether it condnuea to 
exist. Latterly, the patient has gained in tlcsh; and from her 
freshness of complexion, and cheerful mood, she appears to be in 
porfecl hciiltli. 

As respects the trial of dispensing with the use of the nitric 
at tir«l, this cose gave no eacouragcmeiit to repeat tliat 
stice. During the gi-oduol destruction of the skin overlying 
tumour, caused by the extension of the influence of the pasts 
from the margins of tho ulcer upon it, much inflammation was set 
up ; it seemed as if a continuous set of inefleclual attempts at the 
fomiBtion of a line of demarcation were being made; along the 
new margins Tosications and pustules were constantly appearing : 
independently, therefore, of what the patient herself said as to 
the severity of pain which she suffered, it was obvious, from the 
appearance of the part, that she was greatly harassed by the 
of treatment adopted. 



HGIRRBUS OF THE BREAST, WITH ULCERATION EXTIRPATED, 

Case 24.— Mrs. L., ict. 63, was admitted Jnne 20th, with 
scirrhua of the right breast, of four years' growth. The tumour 
forms a dense, lieavy mass, of tho size of a man's closed list, and 
is situated in the upper and outer part of tho mamma, above and 
distinct from the nipple. Lobes of tho tumoui- "'■" "'"iblo eitcr- 
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CASES. 

nally : in i(s mast prominent purt there is a arcnlar ulcer, of the 
fiiie of a crown pitcG, which began to form a month ago. The 
whole hrenst is nioveahlc on the chest. A cord of condensed 
cellular membrane around the lymphaticB, can be traced along 
the border of the pectoral muscle j but no diseased glande are 
perceived in the axilla. 

Nitric acid was applied to the sound skin for two or three 
inches round the eircumferenee of the ulcer : and the whole eur- 
ftce, including the nicer, was afterwards covered with calico 
spread with paste. 

July 2nd. — Strips of dressing were inserted into the incisions 

10th. — Rolls of cotton wool, smeared with paste, were substi- 
tuted for the cotton strips. 

22nd.— The deepening of the incisions, and the use of the paste 
were discontinued. 

28th. — To facilitate the separation of the eschar, a linseed-meal 

joultice was ordered. 

Aug. ith. — As the eschar was attached bj only a small part, it 

IS removed with scissors, leaving a portion at the base to scpa- 

te afterwards. The eschar weighed ten and a half ounces i it 

Bieasured o^ inches in one direction, 3| in another, and was two 

inches thick. 

■The part of the slough left remaining, fell off. The sore 
is to be dressed with equal parts of the subacetate of copjier and 
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11th. — She bad dilated pupils, red dry tongue, constriction at 
)&e upper pact of the stenmni, with giddiness and faintness. 
|BjesB symptoms were attributed to the use of the fitrsmoniuDi 
tanlraont : it was, therefore, ordered to be discontinaed, and simple 
ointment to be applied. 

24th. — The sore is greatly contracted ; its surface, which is 
healthy, is now on a level with the skin of the breast and with 
the nipple situated at its lower edge. 

September 4th,^Except a very small part, the sore is skinned 
over ; the cicatrix is only thi'ce inches in length vertically, and 
one and a half transversely. The adjacent parts of the mammary 
gland aud the axilla are sound. 



RECrRREST C4NCER OF THE BREAST, REHOTBD. 

Case 25. — Aon B., sot. 35, a hE«lt.iiy-looking, florid, married 
wDtnan, from Wandsworth, came as an Out-patient. She had a 
long ciealrix extending from aboie the nipple to the middle 
of ibe axilla, the mark of an operation hj wliich the auperior 
portion of the breast had been removed. The upper extremily 
of the scar remained healthy, and lay flat on the chest j but its 
lower part oud the whole a(y''''''S upper edge of the breast, 
were raised by a hard, long, prismatic growth of cancer. In 
the axilla, apart &om the cancer of the breast', was one hard, 
enlarged gland, which was moveable over the riba. Nipple not 
retracted. 

She first noticed a. tumour in tlie breast in April, 1654. In 
October of the same year the tumour was removed by operation j 
the nipple and lower half of the breast being left. Hard swell- 
ings returned in the scar in October 1656, and she has since been 
suffering pain in it. 

Mapch leth.^The treaf ment was begun as usual, the acid being 
applied separately to the mammary and axillary tumoms. The 
treatment gave her considerable pain. There were six inoisionB 
in the breast, and two in the axilla. 

2Bth. — Owing to the eschar in the axilla being loose, and 
being torn in the movententa of the arm, some bleeding has taken 
place ; it was accordingly cut away to-day. 

April 13th. — The eschar of the breast is elevated two inches 
above the level of the remainder of the gland, which shows how 
rapidly the cavity, in which the tumour was imbedded, is being 
filled up by healthy stracture ; in the arm-pit cicatrization pro- 
ceeds favourably. Although, when the treatment was commenced, 
the patient appeared heaithy, she liaa gained in flesh, and is 
altogether more robust. Living at Wandsworth, she comes that 
distance daily to the hospital. 

22nd.— For a week past it haa been daily expected that the 
eschar would drop out, and during that time some loose por- 
tions of it have been clipped away. To-day the largo moss be- 
came detached. 

June 3rd. — The sores have neatly closed; and they appear 
healthy. 
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t OF BREAST REMOVED. 



Case 2fi.— Martha G., tct. 53, tall and spare, had had ca»H3* 
of the left breast Geven ^eors. In December, 1855, the breast ~^va 
removed by operation. The disease reappeared four months a-fttBrxi 
wards. A scirrhous mass above the cicatrix, near the axilla, aziij 
the diseased cicatrix itself arc adherent to the chest. 

The treatmect was begun April lat. The eschar was removed 
12th May; it was about five inches in length in its transverse 
direction, and three and a half vertically. A portion of the carti- 
lage of the third left rib was exposed on its removal, 

June S2nd. — She was made an Out-patient on the 16tli instant. 
The piece of cartilage being loose, waa removed. It was an inch 
and a half long. 

24th. — Three small cancerous growths in the unhealed sore were 
treated with the paste. 

July 14th. — Sore almost healed. It is free from disease, and 
she is about to return home. There is an adherent enlarged 
gland, high in the axilla, and fixed to the skin and the chest. 

RECKHRBNT CANCER OF BREAE 
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EEMOVED.^RETUEH. 

Case 27. — Isabella N., tet. 44, a servant, single, waa admitted 
April 2lBt, with a tumour Formed in a cicatrix, after excision of 
the left breast for cancer. The disease commenced two years ago. 
Eight months afterwards, the breast was removed by the knife. 
One month after the operation, a tomonr began to form in the cica- 
trix. Nevertheleas, the wound closed. The cicatrix waa vertical, 
and near its upper extremity waa a tumour of the size of the large 
end of a hen's egg, covered partly by sound akin and partly by 
scar. Together with the skin around, the tumour was firmly 
fixed to the parts below. The treatment was commenced at once, 
by applying the acid, and afterwards making incisions for the 
introduction of the paste. Early in June the eschar dropped out. 
Until the end of that month the sore filled up without any un- 
toward appearance ; but at that time there began to bo noticed, 
at the upper and inner angle, an elevated hard margin-like can- 
cerous ulceration. A small dense gland, not larger than a pea, 
was also felt, loosely attached, in the axilla. 

July 13tb. — Cicatrization has taken place, yet the suspicious 
hardness of the border of the sore continues. The patient being 
obliged toretum to Croydon, ahe has been warned of the dangc " 
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June 23th. — Nearly the whole Eore has now contracted to a 
deep narrow pit. But it bcala nu futther, the hardocsa about 
it ehowing evidently that soma cancerous roatter remains at ila 
base. A hard eovd eztenda irom the aore towards the axilla, but 
no diseased gland can lie detected in that situation. 

July aoth.^ — The wound is quite healed, and the soar itself is 
apparently healthy. There are gome cancerous tubercles and 
thickened skin iuternaL tu it. There is, also, a little fulness behind 
the pectoral muscle ; but the axilla is healthy. 

CAKCEB OF BUEAIjT AND GIAKDa^FOaMZlt 

Came 30.— Eliza U., leL 34, has a round, flat, tender, 
growth in and above the centre of the riglit breast. Its diameter 
measures 2| inches. Ilie nipple is retracted. In the axilla is an 
enlarged and rather soft gland ; the subclavian triangle is full, 
but no distinct gland can be perceived in it. She states that her 
health is usually not good, that the tumour appeared five months 
ago, and that she cxpcricaces shooting poiu and heat in Qie 
breast. 

The treatment was begun April lat. It was painful; but she 
took opiates and had excellent nights. The tumour came out on 
the 5th of May, but as a portion of it remained, the treatment 

s recommenced. 

(une 24th. — The remaining diseased structure grew rapidly 
under the renewed treatment, so that the final esuhar was but little 
smaller than that originally removed. It also extended deeply. 
The pain attending this repetition of the treatment was more 
severe than the earlier suflcriug, and when the tumour came out, 
there still remained a sohd growth beneath the skin at the outer 

I edge of the sore. She declined further treatment with the paste 
on account of the pain. Ung. plumbi iodid. eomp. 
July 15th.— Wound heahng. The tumour just external to it 
is not larger; and that in the axilla is not more than half as largo 
oa it was a month ago. 
August Ist. — Sore almost healed, the other parts remain as 
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OPEN CANCEB. OF ItlGIIT B 



Case 31.— Sophia M., let 64, a married woman, blind and 
deai^ and in a pale and feeble condition, was admitted April 14th. 
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There is do trace of the right breast, but in its place is an ova.1 
-BUB of bard cancer, the central part of which is excavated into a 
deep nicer, 3^ inches in transverse, by 2J in vertical, diameter. 
The hose is unattached to the chest, and haa no vascular activity 
about it; the bottom of the ulcer is a dark dirty slough. The 
whole disease had existed three years, the ulcer five months. 

The treatment was begun by inserting the paste, spread on 
cotton wool, into the ulcer, and pressing it into contact with all 
parta of the cavity. After a few days vertical incisions were 
made along it. 

Upon the falling out of the eschar, the sore appeared healthy, 
and contracted with much rapidity, until it was no larger than a 
shilling. At that stage, however, it was observed to be hollow, 
its ba.se was not formed of healthy granulations, and its lower 
edge was felt to be hard. For some time it was treated with the 
acetate of copper and tobacco ointment, but did not materially 
improve. A gland in the axilla is cancerous. 

The treatment was begun again, July 2nd, in the same manner 
as at iirst, the paste being put into the small cavity. It did not 
effectually remove the deep mass upon wiiieh the ulcer was based : 
and accordingly, on the 30th July, the acid was applied to a 
creseent-sbaped aurface of skin beneath the nicer, and the treat- 
ment puraned through it. Aogust 15th. — ^The eschar was re- 
moved, leaving a portion at the base. 

September Uth.— The sore, which is of the size of a half-crown 
piece, and is an inch deep, has again assumed an undoubtedly 
appearance. Both it and the hard base around are 
>a the chest, and may be attacked again. 

IP BEE.4ST AND GLANDS, INCOMPLETELY EXTIRPATED. 
Case 32.— Sophia P., Let. 36, married, ia iD health, and Buffer- 
ing, was treated as an Out-patient. 

The cancer in this case is a prominent, elongated, hard mass, 
irly 5 inches in length, reaching from within 2J inches of the 
nipple into the axilla, where it ends in a cord as thick as the 
little finger, formed by the condensed cellular membrane aronnd 
the absorbents. Separate hard and small glands are also to be felt 
in the axilla. The whole disease ia of two years' growth. 

The nitric acid was applied on the 4th of March, Sevpn 
incisions were made. The use of the paste was discon*' 
the 2nd ApriL By the 9th of April the whole ei^- 
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13th.'— The sore is healing. A mass in the axilla, half as large 
fts a hen's egg, is bronght down within reach of the treatment by 
the energetic contraction of the healing sore. It was treated and 
came awaj-. 

June 12th.— The anterior parts of the Bore and the hreast are 
healthy, bnt the axillary edge of the former is still somewhat 
hard. A growth as large as a walnut has recently appeared 
behind the pectoral muscle. She goes for a month into the 
country. 

The treatment in this ease occasioned nnnsoally great mffering, 
partly perhaps from her being treated as an Out-patient, partly 
from the situation of the eschar. 

r BEEAST— RETrRN OF THE DtSBABE. 
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Case 33. — Anne G., wt. 39, a needlewoman, was admitted for 
ulcerated cancer of the left breast, June ISth. Two yean ago 
she noticed, near the nipple, a lump like a nut nndcr the skiti. 
That tumour enlarged ; and a year ago the skin over it became di«- 
coloui'cd. Ulceration took place a few months back ; and now there 
ia situated, on the inner and under part, an ulcer with foal sloufh- 
ing sarface and sanious discharge. There is an indorated gland in 
the axilla. Owing lo her dread of an operation, she has declined 
to let any medical man see her breast till now. To-day the acid 
was applied to all the sound akin over the tumour. 

June 26th. — In the eHchar, which measures five inohn traju- 
versoly and four vertically, and is chiefly on the fort, inner, and 
and low?r parts of the breast, six incisions are dressed with Iha 
paste. Much of the alough te soft and friable. The line of de- 
marcation begins to deepen. The adjoining redness is not con- 
siderable. Although of a nervous temperament, she bean the 
treatment well ; sometimes, however, she etpresses liersclf in Tcry 
strong terms as to the great sererity of the pain. 

July 3rd. — Dressing with the paste discontinued. 

nth. — The eschar came away, 

30th.^ — Cancerous growth shows itself in the outer part of the 
st. It is treated with the paste. In hopes of subduing the 
, the skin external to the sore was painted frequently in the 
f aconite. She derived more ease from 
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the inaide of the nicer, after congealing the part, nitric add was ap- 
plied to a largo portion of tho skin on the outside. Notwithstand- 
ing the freezing, the patient experienced much pain from the acid. 

15th. — Eight short radiatiug 
tbrmed eschar. 

2l8t.— The dressing of the 
I oontinued tn-daj'. 

26th.— The eschar dropped off. 

3l8t. — The surface of the 
joitiing skin. 

Septembec 5tli.— At the inner border of the sore, and within the 
part newly ekinned over, there has lately appeared an elevated 
ridge of cancerous nodulca, the largest about the size of a hazel- 
nut- The surface of the sore is rugged, and in parts mamfests 
the characteristic appearances of cancerous ulceration. 

10th. — The paste has been appUod daily to detached parts of 
the sore where the disease was reappearing, and homy eschars 
have formed. The treatment has given much pain. 

LABGE AND VEST RAPID GKOWTH OF CANCEH IN THE BREABT, 
UNSUCCESSFULLY TREATED. 
Case 34,— Ellen D., ^t. 43, was admitted Fob. 23rd. She is a 
I fervant, unmarried, and in ordinary health. The whole right 
s greatly enlarged, partly ^rith firm cedema of the in- 
tegument, but chiefiy with a maas of cancerous disease, which 
oocupies the whole of its deeper part. The skin gcneraUy haa a 
rugged surface, and appears intimately incorporated throughout 
with the diseased gland. Tho growth approaches the surface in 
a few parts, and is there felt f« be as hard as acinhus. Inhere ia 
a large gland in tJie axilla. The whole disease ia of less than 
three months' duration. 

She was kept at rest, and purged, and the breast was assiduously 
moistened with the lead lotion. On the 2nd of March, Ihe ecdcma. 
had subsided, yet the whole breast had increased in size, the ba^^ 
measuring GJ inches in diameter, and the surface curviQg Oy^ 
that base 9 inches. The e;xtcriittlhalf of the li 
Boft, but hard in spots, o,i^i til 

t parts red. 
the soft parts of the i 
5th,— Kiti 




had DO pain at the time, bat she had do sleep iii ihe follo' 

7th. — She had a. good night, and not much pain by day. What 
pain there was, was felt not in the breast, but in th« annpit and 
sboulder. The rcdiiefiB surrounding the eschar waa filijjht. Ten 
parallel incisions had been made. Their depth was Etill to lillla 
that no strips could he inserted, and the xKistc was laid over the 
eschar; it overlapped the healthy skin eiso. She hu so much 
ease to-day that it is evidently best to destroy the skin thoroughly 
with the aeid at the first, as was done in her case. 

8th. — She did not sleep on the night of the 7th. Yesterday 
the dressing n'as omitted, and lost night she slept. The indBm< 
mation around the eschar has subsided everywhere, except toward* 
the axilla, where it la active, and there is much t^ndcrncsc. She 
feels sick, has a coated tongue, no appetite, and a pulse of 96. 
Strips were inserted to-day foe the first time, though the incision* 
through the parchnient-like skin do not yet reach the depth of 
j^ of an inch. 

lOth.^ — Tongue clean ; howela not open ; putso 108. Her sick- 
ness hof subsided, and she slept a little, but she looks harassed, 
and suffering, and a little pale. There is less redness in the 

Utii. — Redness much diminished, but she still shrinks from 
having the astlla touched, and compluios of pain in it, and in the 
shoulder. The whole breast is less convex, but the incisions are 
still shallow, being nowhere so deep as ^ inch. She feels weak, 
and very thirsty, and has no appetite. It has been evident up to 
this time, that the breast has been increasing in size since the 
treatment has been begun. 

13th. — She feels better, though still weak. She was kept 
awake lost night by pain in the shoulder. Her appetite is re- 
turning. The incisions to-day are nearly J inch in depth. The 
tissues disclosed by them are soft lobules, enclosed in thick cyst- 
hkv walls. 

16th. — She looks and feels better, and is in less pain. For 
lioiirB together she has no pain, and ihen sometimes it is only 
'shooting and transient. When pain lasts for any time, it ta in 
I ehonlder and arm. She does not lake opiates. 
~}lh, — Small cysts have been opened, and the incisions have 
! deeply. The paste has evidently been overtaking 
■rly rapid growth of the d>sca«e; the tumour having 
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tiuch it has been Utonght ftd<ri«l>Ie to tcfns by s n 
Application of tlie paste. The mn ii fixed to ik ■" 
connexion willi the mass of cancer in tiie kdOk. 
right clavicle is a cluster of enlarged gluub; aadthei* 
enlarge soft gland above the left claricle. Tbc paia wA m 
of the riglit amt are somewhat relievEd bj ■ bmdip. 

Julj 20th.— The sloughs wporated, and tbe vlosB » ^ ■ 
tion of the mamma became more snperfltwl. and ena doAe 
imperfcctlj'. But the disease is mora devEkfrd m Ac Am 
of the armpit. She is conSned to bed, cUeAj on mteam^ rf 
weight of her arm. Her Gofferinge ire grot, tad ber atn^ 
mnch exhausted. 

September 15th.^ — Sbe has been ]fmgiKmintj getdag wad 
ippetite has &iled, and ber (tniigtli bkept9b7-i:iaHli 
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Case 35.— Harriet H., it 44, a weU « 
looking married noman, admitted Febmarj 21&. 



A flattened tuanoar, about eqoal i 
crown-piece, hangs bj a short narrow pe£de 1 
the left nipple. Its surface is red, papillaiy, u 
The tumour itself is neither erectile, tertider, nor paiBfal Tia 
areola, nith which the tumour is in contact, b tiLewiH mmmt imd 
red, but not papillary, sm the growth is. Tboe ii a etamArtMt 
swelling of the outer half of the hreast, and is the anHa m ■ 
hard massive gland. The nipple had been tare lor tv« jcan^ tkm 
tninonr has grown rapidly in the last four or fin wwti. 

She was kept quiet for a few daj% and tbe brtMt >ia caioci 

with the lead lotion. On the 5tli of UatA Ae liiitiM «M 

hegJiD by the destruction of the pendnlow tamaar vi& At yartn. 

.&! about a week it came awaj in peeei^ tbe ■ 

mded with great pain. Tim parte was liea 

^a^ and carried by incisioua dee^jr into tbe h 

x>a. On the 6lh of April aa e ' 
p CJlaa two inches across, and more than an inch ia dtjtb. ) 
X appeared a concave hcaliog sore. 

LB SOth of May, a large growth of c«B«er bad lined 
■fiance of the breast behind the ann. Ibe idd wm tbe* 



fare npplied over ci large extent of the skjn, and tho treatmait 



3aao 24th. — The eschar measures seven inches across b^ six 
■ incheB verticallj-. Tliere are but six incisionH in it, which gape 
widely. The tumour has grown with great rapidity, even during' 
the treatment. A soft broad Bivelling over the pectoral musclohas 
also appeared, and the gland in the axilla has increased in size. 
The eschar ■was removed to-day. 

July. — After the removal of the eschar, the sore contracted aa 
in the ordinary process of cicatrisation, but its base grew forward 
into a convex projection, the surface of which was formed of very 
large granulations, so pink in colour as to be supposed to be can- 
cerous. Tile ointment of tobacco and acetate of copper was ap- 
plied over it, and the proceas of healing advanced. During the 
same time, although some cancerous tubercles formed in the skin 
covering' the arillary and pectoral tumours, both those tumonra 
diminished in bulk under the use of the ointment of the iodide of 

August. — This patient suffered a good deal during tho latter 
part of the treatment with the paste, and the sepoiation of the 
vast eschar. She has since then improved considerably in general 
health, and though paler than when admitted, has not lost much 
flesh. 

Septemher 4th.— -The axillary and pectoral tumours, and the 
tubercles of the skin, have undergone no perceptible change. The 
Bore has almost completely cicatrized. The glands on the right 
aide of tho neck are enlarged and indurated to an equal extent 
as those on the left aide. 

LAKOE AND BAriDLY GIIOWING CANCER OF THE BKEAST, 

INCOMPLETELY EXTIRPATED. 

Case 36.— Mary Ann T., set. 6i, was treated for soma time sa an 

Ont-patient, but was afterwards admitted into the hospital. She 

'was a taU, well nuudshed woman, somewhat pale, and having in 

her countenance a look of suffering. 

She had a cancerous growth of considerable size in the left 

breast, which, when first observed five months before, was no 

larger than a hazel nut, but on admission, measured 4^ inches 

across, and 3J vertically. Above and on tho outside of the nipple, 

■d, soft, elastic outgiowlli ))iottucli'd fr,->ni the .surface, U'- •"'» 

; of -which -was about that of Imlf a dum^iin. Th- -■■ 
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breast were rather large, and there was in the axilla a groiqi of 

glands, which, while loose below, were adherent above. No glands 
ivere enlarged above the clavii^ic. She Buffered iQQch pain, and 
had but Utile sleep or appetite. 

The treatment was begun on the 10th of April. The add gave 
such unnsnai pain, and that of so long continoanoe, that she waa 
eompeUed to send for a surgeon to give her an opiate. On tha 
38th, a large cyst was opened behind the projecting outgrowth, 
EUld it continned for many days to discharge a large quantity of 
putty-like matter. The Ireatmont throoghout has occasioned an 
unnsual amount of pain. 

The last dressing was on the 2nd of May, it being discontinncd 
as soon as possible, in consequence of the severity of the pain. 
But eventually more suffering was experienced than if Iha treat- 
ment had been thoroughly completed at Srsl. For when the 
esohoi* was removed, a broad base of disease was found still remain- 
ing, which had to be attacked again, at the beginning of June. 
The outer half of the base of the growth enlarged more rapidly 
than the whole tumour had done, and bled readily at every dren- 
ing. The pain of the second aeries of dressings was also greater 
than that which attended the first. 

June 26th, — The second tumour is in great part mnored ; bnt 
there is a return of the disease, in a tumonr not so large tm a 
cherry, at the outer edge of the ulcer. 

The glandular disease in the axilla has increased of hite, and 
no further trealment is to be adopted. The iodide of le»d oint- 
ment was applied on the axillary tumour. 

July 2nd. — The glands in the axilla form a large hard man, 
and are much more adherent than formerly. The pectoral miwcle 
is also raised above the level of the opposite side of tho cheit, and 
the veins on the surface are more distinct. 

August. — The vast sore irom which the eschars were taken has 
contracted comparatively to an exceedingly small size. Two can- 
cerous growths sprout from it, the united bulk of which woold 
nearly equal the size of an egg. Tho axillary tumour has not 
increased lately, and her general health is pretty good, bnt she b 
thinner, and still suffers much pain. 
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Case 37.— Grace S., ait. 65, was admitted April 18th. Sho 
was tall, rather sallow, and thin ; she waa alao much dejected ia 
mind, and sought admission only in consequence of the porsaasion 
of a lady, who had derived benefit from the treatment of Dr. Fell. 
A cluster of much enlarged glands formed a hard nodulated tn- 
teoor, nearly half as large as an orange, below and behind the edge 
of the right pectoral muscle. The skin was ererywhere heBlthy, 
and the right breast without a trace of disease. In c 
of snrpriae being Felt at the absence of a primary 'growth ii 
breast, it was repeatedly and carefully examined, but no tumour 
could be discovered. 

The axillary tumour was attacked with the acid and paste in 
the usual manner. On the separation of the eschar, the treatment 
was recommenced for tho removal of a small portion of disease 
which lay in the higher part of the axilla, and which had either 
escaped destruction or recurred. 

As the second slough loosened itself from the axilla, tho ante- 
rior edge of the ulcer, which had appeared healthy, began to 
manifest decided canceroua action. It became elevated, tuborcu- 
lated, hard, and of a pink coloor. At the same time, a small hard 
tumour was first felt in the substance of the breast, a little oa the 
axillary side of the nipple. Within a few days, iive or six can- 
cerous nodules appeared in various parts of the skin covering the 
outer half of the breast. The intermediate skin, however, was 
aoft, and presented no trace of disease. The breast itself, likewise, 
a everywhere natural, except where the tumour had at last 
f shown itself, and the nipple was healthy and not retracted. 

Seven weeks had elapsed since the treatment bad been com- 
I monced, and the patient, originally dejected, and made still worse 
I hy repeated bilious attacks, to which she was subject, was grieved 
I beyond measure at the ill-success of tho treatment. 

June 3rd. — The outer half of the breast was washed with nitric 
acid, from the edge of the ulcer inwards. The eschar included the 
nipple and a wide margin of healthy skin beyond all the cutaneous 
tubercles. The paste made its way very quickly through the 
healthy breast-tissue ; and the large slough was removed on tfie 
I 8Dth June. 

July Ifith. — The sore contracts, but its whole circumference is 
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Case 38.— Emilia D., 40, a ■ 
the Middlesex Haepital, December 23, ISAfi. Sbe « 
feeble, her browB nerc knit, and ahe had a tmntdeac 
and a trearied ailing appearance, tfaon^ die ma net o 
She had a sciirhons cancer in her right hrrart, whidi • 
noticed for three months, and a ianall, haid, boIlet-Uke g 
the asilla. 

The treatroent of this case was begun on the 22nd of Jan- 
nary, by washing the skin over tlie tmnnur with strong nitric 
acid, and applying the paste to the burnt surface. The pain waa 
described as having been very severe indeed, but there were two 
causes by which the unnsaal amount of pain in this case could be 
accounted for. In the first place, an appUcation of lead (« the 
ekin in the previous treatment of the case considerably retarded 
the escharotic action of the acid : and, in the next plaoe, the 
hreast was much shaken by her cough. Aa soon as the congh 
had subsided, and the skin waa destroyed to its whole depth, the 
pain yielded, and the patient became cheerful. 

The first incisions were made about three-eighths of an inch 
apart, and were deepeaed daily, and filled with strips of calico 
smeared with the paste. Care was always taken not to extend 
the incision heyond the slough, as the haemorrhage was trouble- 



January 29th. — The total depth of the inci»iuns in tlie week ii 
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■boat half an inch. The miTace last cat is ee^n to be of a wl 
aih colooT. That of prcvions daja is tinted b^ the cochineui 
(kin is dork and dirtj- brown, dry, and shrunken. She spea 
having: DO feeling in the part itself, but of djugging and gna 
■eiKat:ans, not omountiDg to pain, in the breast around. 
MchsT has sbmnk, and lost much of its prominence. 

Febrnary 5. — The incisions in the second week have 
deepened to 1) inch- Shcoomplainsof aching in the back, of 
in the axilla and down the arm, and of a feeling as if the b 
itself were pressed with a 41b. weight. 

12th. — The totnour having been fully penetrated by 
incisions, the sti'ipa were inserted for Ihe last time to 
During the third week just ended, the pain has varied bot 
iU seat and amount, but she has only suffered severely since 
teidaj, when her cough returned, and the breast has ached. 

After the application of the paste had been discontinued 
pain was altered, but not diminished. A poultice was appli' 
first over the whole tumour, and then water dressing. The 
mass roBC slowly above the Hurronnding surface, being ■pv 
forward, as it separated, by the grannlations. The latte 
lenglli formed quite a flat surfece, and the earhar became 
prominent. Nerves and other bands were divided with sci 
aa they were exposed crossing the gap between the living 
dead parts. At length, March 2nd, the last adhering part o 
bngo ■was cut across, and the fumonr removed. It was SJ ii 
in breadth, by SJ in vertical dimensions. A perfectly hei 
sore remained, everywhere level, except at its axillary edge, n 
was undermined. 

M.ircli 7th.— The sore is healing ; it is three inches in its loi 
diameter. 

nth.— Lon^st diameter two inches. The glands have 
come more apparent in the nxilla, being perhaps drawn dowi 
thp cnntrncting sore. One is half an inch from its asillary e 
She IowVb wearied, niting and sallow. 

'inth,-*A pain bonenth the left soapola, which she baa hai 
MDie time puNt, is stitl severe. 

SJtli.— Acid was applied over the aiilhwy glands, which \ 
(ulliMYiiil lo (he skin. 

Ajwil I»t.- -The [laisfp was applied daily in incisions, until 
day The glands afterwards slonghcd ont. 

MHi.— Tlir >nrrs all hc*lrd. Some cancerous nodules 1 



I 



CASES. 97 

appeared in the skin adjoining tlie cicatrices sinee the lost 
date, and the general hoolth of tltc patient has manifestly iitllea 
off, not withstanding that she haa continued to take the Bangui, 
naria pills. She has hecorae cxtremelj aallow ; her Inngoor and 
dejection of manner and feeling have conBiderably augmented ; and 
Bhe leaTeB the hospital, relieved indeed of her tamonrs, but ap- 
parently near her end from cancer of the internal organs. 



CAbe 39. — Martha R., tat. 41, a married woman, ivith a ruddy, 
healthy-looking conntenance, was admitted March 2dth. 

In the upper half of the right breast were two hard tumoura, 
having the characters of Bcirrhoiis cancer ; the inner one, which 
is of two years' growth, was of the size of a hen's egg, the 
outer, one year old, itbb as large as a small plum. The areola was 
raised by and adh^ront to one of them, and was red and attenu- 
ated. In the lower segment of the breast were three oth^r 
tumours, equally hard, but smaller. The nipple was reti-acted. 
There was no secondary disease. The tumoura had chiefly grown 
in the last six months. 

March 2oth. — The acid waa applied over a eurfece of 5| inches 
in vertical diameter, and 4^ inches across. On the SOtli of April 
the eschar was removed. It weighed three quarters of a pound- 
May 29th. — The cicatrix is nearly complete, and measures 
3J inches by 2 inches. An inch and a quarter inside the scar 
a small conceroua tubercle has lately appeared in the skin. She 
has pain above the scar, but neither cutaneous tubercle nor deep 
disease con be discovered. She has al^io puin down the arm, hut 
no perceptible disease in the axilla- 
Juno 2nd. — She requested to he made an Out-patient, 
9th. — Under the use of the iodide of lead ointment the tubercle 
of the skin has diminished in size. 

29th. — There is a little thickening at the outside of the sear, 
and a gland in the axilla is unusually distinct. 

July 8th. — The scar is healthy, but at ils outer edge two 
tubercles or tumours have appeared. The inuer cutaneous 
tubercle is larger. She haa much pain in the arm. 

August 2Tth. — The cutaneous tubercle, the tumours outside the 
seal', and the pain, have all increased. She is x>uler than she h. 
yet appeared, and has on aspect of suficriug. 
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Case 40. — Johanna T., set. 38, a large mnBcuior woman, but pale, 
a July lat. She had had a, cancerous tumour in tho left 
breast for two years; bat it had not reached a larger siiie than 
that of a walnut, until fourteen months ago, when she was con- 
fined. She suckled her child with tho left breast only, a week 
after confinement, and weaned him at the age of nine months. 

During and since lactation, the iump grew enormously ; and 
now it forms a large, convex, and extremely hard tumour, occupy- 
ing nearly the whole mamma. It is moveable over the chest, but 
the whole of the skin over it is of a dusky pnrjile colour, hard, 
and intimately united with the tumour. The outskirts of the 
disease are not exactly defined. Some glands are enlarged in the 
axilla, forming a tumour. A few are also to be felt, small and 
hard, above the clavicle. 

Chloroform was administered, and the acid was applied over an 
extent of surface 5J inches in vertical direction, by 6 inches acrossj 
the crusted nipple and areola excepted. 

The succeeding inflammation was considerable, but the pain 
attending it was much relieved by a lead lotion. That arising 
from the action of the peiste was, in no Case, more moderate. 
She only occasionally complained of pun, and of having her 
nights disturbed. The treatment was discontinued at the inner 
^^m part of the tumour before the whole of its axiUary side was 
^^^ft destroyed ; and it was then noticed that she complained much 
^^^H more of the pain arising from the ulcerative process going on 
^^^f behind the inner part of the tumour, than of the action of the 
^^^^ escharotic on the outside. 

1^ August 24th. — The large eschar is protuberant, and has appa- 

B rently slid down, so as at the lower part to overhang and obscure 

^^^^^ the ulcerated circle of demarcation. Nevertheless, it is firmly 
^^^^L attached to the chest. The skin bordering the inner and upper 
^^^^H Hides of the slough, to the esteat of three inches in the former 
^^^^F part, is elevated, rugged, and discoloured, of a red or purple hue, 
^^^^^ from the springing up of cancerous nodules — which have also 
r formed within the line of demarcation. A prominent tumour, 

I with a fixed base, has lately protruded between tlie borders of the 

fc deltoid and pectoralis major muscles. Tl— "'""ds in the axilla 

^^^^^,and above the cla\icle ' "" 'eoeutl* much in size. 



Wbe still complains of severe aching pains in the lower eKtremities, 
li 'Which begtiQ twelve montlie before her admiasion into the hospital. 
September 9th. — The slough dropped off this morning. It 
TCeighed 13 oonces and 1 dram. Transversely it measured 
6i inches i vertically 6^ inches; and it was inches thick. The 
sore from which it fell meaaared transversely 5 inches ; vertically 
3 inches. The borders of the aore, in nearly their whole extent, 
are afiected with cancerous growth and ulceration. 

I CANCER OF BKEAST. — SUDDEN DEATH FROM DISEASE OV THE 
■ HEART, DCBISG TKEATMENT. 

P Case 41.— OUffe P., set. 43, was received as an Out-patient, for 
an open cancer of the breast. The tumour, which is in the centre 
of the gland, had existed for two years: the niccration com- 
menced, near the nipple, a year ago. During the last three 
months she has been ailing greatly, and the pain in the breast 
has been excessive. The treatment was begun with the applica- 
tion of the acid, March 25th. The pain she experienced was 
acute. The eschar was nearly three inches in diameter, and 
there were six incisions. Till April 13th, the process of separa- 
tion was going on satisfactorily. Sliortly after that date, she 
was missed from among the patients, and was found to have uu- 
espectedly and suddenly died. 

All the organs were found healthy, except the lungs and heart. 
The former were studded with numerous nodulea of cancerous 
matter, to all appearance of the encephaloid variety. The heart 
was gomowbat fatty, and its valves were roughened with some 
vegetative growths. 

There was nothing in the ci 
this patient's breast which diffen 
_The fatal termination of the 
oomplieatiooB only. 

CANCEH OF MAMM.l. 
Case 42.— Sarah M., let. 36, has a large cancer of the right 
breast. On the axillary half of the breast, and adjoining portion 
of the axilla, is a large surface of green slough, partly haoging in 
shreds. The rest of the surface of the breast is red ■• 
in parts discharging pus freely. It was eviil 
escharotic application had been made to the • 
ineffectual for the destruction of the dcepei' 
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le of the disease or treatment of 
red from that in other persons, 
was unquestionably due to the 
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In shape end size, the tumour bore reBcmblonce to tlie front half 
of the tongue. Its base included the whole liae of the alveolar 
proceasea of that side, from the central incisor to the last molai 
tooth ; there was also enlargement of the maxillary boue, extend- 
ing to tho base of the antrum ; and that gave rise to a marked 
protuberance of the lower part of the side of the face, with a dia- 
tortion of the nose, produced hy the right ala nasi being elerated 
and Btretehed over the growth. The thickness of the tomonr, 
where it emerged from the borders of the alveolar processes, vrae 
greatest at tho site of tho canine tooth, being there about an inch 
and a quarter : it fhen thinned gradually, both laterally', and. for- 
wards, and backwards. From that line, as a base, the tumour 
projected forwards and downwards, in a triangular form, ending 
in a tip, like that of tho tongue ; the length from the base to the 
apex, being about two inches ; and that across the base about the 
Eame. The upper lip, expanded to more than' three times its 
normal size, concealed merely tho root of the tumour, the rest 
being exposed to view. The surface was slightly rough and un- 
equal, and resembled the structure of the gum, with which it was 
continuooB. The substance of the growth had that degree of 
flrmness and rcailieiice which belongs to fibrous tumoui'. In tho 
interior of the mouth, tho substance projected slightly inwards, 
expanding the alveolar processes and gums : but the hard palate 
preserved its natural ehape. 

The disease began eighteen years ago, in a lump of the aize of 
ft hazel-nut, which formed ou the gum near the lateral incisor 
tooth. The BwcUing gradually enlarged without giving pain, till 
it attained its present size. TTie only treatment pursued has been 
to extract tho teeth, as they became successively involved in the 
tumour, for she has absolutely refused to submit to an operation 
with tho knife, 

April 15th. — The treatment was commenced by applying a 
piece of calico, of the size of the upper exposed surlace, and 
spread with the undiluted paste, upon the tumour. The effect of 
the application was to render the surface more callooa or horny. 
■On the following and succeeding day, the dense coveiing was 
scarified and incised, and tho paste put on as before. On the 
18th, two transverse incisions were of sufficient depth to admit of 
strips of calico smeared with the paste being inserted into them. 
From that time tho incisions were gradually deepened and 
dressed : and by the middle of May, the tumour was rcdaced so 
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greatlj In sizo, that the patient could ci 
the end of the moutli, by tlio gradual ri 
Stance, a hollow had been formed between the expanded platea 
of the alveoli, capable of holding- half a chestnut within it : this 
DttTity was treated by slightly Bcarifying its interior, and after- 
*ariis pressing a small portion of cotton wool smeared with paste 
against the sorfaee, and confining it in its place by dry cotton 

June ISth.^Tbo day before yesterday, some of the paste was 
introduced into the cavity for the last time. To-day, no veatige 
of the morbid growth is visible. The expanded and divorced 
alveolar plates, between wliieh the base of the tnraour was for- 
merly held, have suffered no injuiy from the use of tlve eanatjc j 
as seems evident from the gum on each side heing quite healthy, 
and the mombraiie lining the iuterior presenting also a healtJiy 
surface. 

■ 18th. — The swelling of tho face, which caused so much dis- 

^^^^P figuremcnt at first, has greatly diminislied ; and judging &om 
^^^^B.Qie rapid improvement in that respect within a few weeks post, 
^^^^^V It is probable that the inequality in tho tn o sides may soon be 
^^^^H little apparent. 

^^^^H 23rd. — Duiing tbi; early part of the treatment, considerable 
^^^^Vpain was felt : towoi'ds the close, it seemed to be very moderate. 
^^^^FHer health throughont has remained good. She leaves the 
^^^^^ hospital to-morrow. 

■' 
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THE SlTtl C 
ETEBAJ-L. 

Case 45. — JaneK., let. 49, a charwoman, formerly healtiy, was 
Imitted 20th of Fobruarj, for a scirrhous tumour, which, occupied 
the hollow between lie left eyebrow and tho side of the nose, and 
concealed the eyeball. The tumour was oval. In a vertical direc- 
tion, it extended trom the upper and inner angle of the orbit, on 
level with tho uppermost part of the eycbaU, along the side 
of the nose, to the ala nasi, measuring two inches in that direc- 
tion ; transversely, it reached from the side of the root of the 
-ith which it was in contact, across the front of the eye, to 
r bone, meosuring an inch and a half. The only part of 
'tis Tijdble woe the eitemal commissnrei by depressing 
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Btlw tumour and elervting the appo- Si, tk tj* cmM be filj 
r Been, moveable, and in tta jn 
icreosed vascularitj of the e 



The base of tlie tomoams bgnd. dteMUEty^VMi^kt; Ok 
part which was priodpallj' fixed faciagic&e ale if tfelatfa^vri 
sac. The skin was of a lirid pvrpk bne ; at tkc wffKrmaA pvt 

the tumoor waa truncated bjr an mle^ t£ (he aae ef k Aiffi^ ■. 
the centre of which was a de^ dcfcCMOK at As kaajd rfa 

1 quarter of an inch. 
The patient had been subject for a^U noatlw to m weegmg tt 
the left eye, and occasional slight »t^/*« dl iidlammatiam. R«c 
months ago, she observed below the imaer tmalkma * Jmmf &» • 
pea ; that increased in thre« weeka b> Ae bbb «f ■ hnel tmt, hM 
it continned moveable, and Che sHa pr aw m e d ita — t»nll wjov. 
A surgeon appears at that time to ha*e taken tibe tasovr lor > 
fistula locbrjrmalis, and to have aOempted twice te atn&ce ■ 
Irtf Ic into the nasal duct. But the tsmom- tauiaati to ealnge, 
and owing to the style being constaiilJj padied ont ■• the liar^r 
jg^ew, it cotjld not be retmDed. UIoeratiMi Ihc« tpnad from the 
part where the stjie had been introdoeed, fanJag the alter Men 
at the apex of the tomoor to be formed. The ftirai w^bmn ftt M lij 
came under the charge of Mr- IVharton J<Me% who, [ii|,ii<1m i 
with other Burgeons, considered her case —""■*—* bt the katfe : 
he, therefore, after coosnltatioii with Mr. G 
Fell to undertake the treatment of the tmnonr. 

Februarj' 23rd. — A tbin layer of the •j—t^t^'^ ptli «H 
on cotton to the surface of the oker. 

24th. — The nicer is covered with a blade, alnoat h«s] 
This was scored in tour places to-d^. The whefe awa 
broader, and b redder beloir. 

2ath. — Redness Ie«s; the pains which tbe txpmva eej 
the treatment began have not incrctucd, bat after each d 
she has decided "darting" pain, which continnea into Ae wclit. 

26th. — The mass has diminished in depth, whikt then hae 
been no alteration in the lower part of the tamoor. The ttoa dt- 
ing must, therefore, arise from the ai-tion of the remedy oall 
upper part of the tumour. The pain from the applies 
less ; that which she experienced before the ti ' 
unaltered. 

March 2nd. — The change is most remarkablB. 
of the tumour is much Buuken, aad more of the i 
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The skin coTering the front of the tumour haa bcea groduullj' 
destroyed, aad the olocr, whicli at first waa horizontal, is now 
nearly vertical. The depth of the inciaioiiB is not more than half 
an inch, but that meoBuremcnt does not nearly represent the depth, 
to which the tumour has been destroyed. The undeetroyed skia 
over the tumour is asauming a very healthy appearance, and is 
becoming freed from its connexion with the diseased growth. 

Tth. — Half on inch more akin has sloughed as the tumour he- 
neath it yielded to Uie action of the remedy. She feels during the 
dressing as if something were being put into her eye. The con- 
junoliva is inflamed. A nitrate of silver lotion was ordered. 

11th. — The drtaainga were discontinued. The stramonium oint- 
ment was applied over and around the eschar. 

14tli. — Some redness has come on over the nose, and extended 
to the inner canthus of the right eye, which is cedematona. A 
gland over the left masseter became enlarged and tender, and she 
complained of great pain, as it were in the malar bone. The red- 
ness continued several days, without spreading as erysipelas does, 
and was gone after a brisk purging, by the 2oth. 

27th. — The eschar loosened itself all round, rose above the snr- 
roonding snrfacc, nnd fell out fhia day. A healthy granulating 
surface was exposed, reaching to the lachrymal bone ; but so 
remarkable had been the contraction of the heolthy parts before 
the fall ot the tumour, that the area of the healing sore was not 
equal to more than half that of the tumour. The inner half of 
the lower lid and the palpebral conjunctiva belonging to it were 
removed in the tumour. 

April 27tL. — Except a part at the inner canthus not more than 
half on inch square, where the granulations aro healthy and on a 
level with the adjacent skin, the whole surface has cicatrised. 
When mode to close her nostrils and blow her nose, no air has 
been observed at any time to escape through the nasal duct, at 
the wolind. In the process of healing, owing to the contraction 
of the newly formed skin on the side of the nose, the left ala nasi 
has been slightly drawn npwards. The remnant of the lower lid 
was alao drawn towards it, bat did not fill the whole gap. The 
ulcer healed with remarkably little deformity, and the sight and 
movements of tho eye wora not inifirfered with. 

May lat, — Patient discharged well. 
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TUMOUR IN THE PAROTID REGION. 

Case 46.— Mary N., set. 23, was admitted July 14th. In the 
situation of the left frontal eminence is an uneven scar, for some 
distance around which the periosteum is thickened, and the dcin 
is constantly covered with i&oisture. Immediately in front of 
the left ear is a large prominent firm tumour, extending upwards 
to the zygoma, overlapping the masseter, sending one globular 
lohe behind the ear, and extending downward considerably 
below the level of the angle of the jaw. The surface of the 
tumour is uneven, and is marked, and a little indented, by a 
cmcial scar. The mass cannot be moved in its bed, and is 
adherent to the skin and scar covering it. The movements 
of the jaw are much restricted. There is no distortion of 
the features. The patient is not thin, but is pale and unhealthy. 
Eight years ago, a tumour of many years' growth was removed 
from the situation of the present scar on the forehead, and there 
has been no apparent reproduction of the disease. The tumour 
now existing in the left parotid region, is of five years* duration. 
Two months ago an attempt was made in a country hospital to 
remove the growth by the knife ; but the operation could not be 
completed, and the patient was sent home again. 

The following account of the previous drcumstauces of the cvie 
has been kindly furnished by the Surgeon xmder whose care she 
had been, in the country: 

" When she came under my notice, the tumour did not show 
much above the neighbouring skin. It was situated immediately 
in front of the ear, and could be felt by placing the fingers below 
the lobe of the ear, and pressing forward. It was well>nigh 
immoveable, very hard, and very painful when touched, and at 
other times also. The integument was not diacolourcd. but it 
was intimately adherent to the growth beneath. The meatus 
was narrowed, and almost closed by the pressure of the tumour 
backwards ; the movements of the jaw were restricted, and she 
could separate the front teeth scarcely an inch. It had existed, I 
think, somewhere about four years. It enlarged a little during a 
month or two that she remained in the hospital. 

" Its duration and appearance led me to the coi\c\ union that it 
was not malignanty bat some who saw it thougl^t o*> ^ 

had no great hope of being able to removo it witSfr 
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temporal artery. The attempt to save skin was nnsnoceBsfbl, As 
much skin was destroyed by the paste, after its introduction into 
the tumour, as would in anotJier situation haye been destroyed at 
first by the acid. 

Thia patient saffeKd much from the treatment, passing sleepless 
nights. It was attempted to diminish the pains by tlie tincture 
of aconite : but the lotio plumbi seemed more efficacious. She 
also found herself unable to move the jaw, and for eereral days 
took very little food of any kind. Occasional Tomiting took 
place after she had succeeded in getting liquid into the stomach, 
and she became very weak. She was supported with wine, 
brandy, and eggs i and as soon as possible the treatment was 
stopped, with the intention of removing the large eschar, althoagh 
it might not contain all the base of the disease. Unlike other 
patients, she found the period of the separation of the eschar was 
less painful than the preceding stage of treatment. 

August 17th. — The eschar, which measured four inches verti- 
cally, three inches transversely, and was nearly two inches in its 
greatest thickness, was cut away to-day. The cavity from which 
it was extracted was irregular in depth, but generally superficial ; 
■the ear there was a pit, the bottom of which was three-qnarters 
1 inch below the level of the tragus. Behind the angle of 
the jaw there is a small but hard fixed sweUing. 

22nd. — The sore is rapidly filling up, bo that the surface of 
the greater part of it is nearly on a level with tho adjoining 
skin ; the granolations are florid and healthy. About the middle 
of the sore is a small globular protuberance, the character of 
which is doubtfiil ; yet it is clothed with apparently healthy 
grannlations. Her strength is greatly improved. 

September Hth. — The sore has almost heated; bat during the 
post week a hard swelling has formed in front, reaching to the 
malar hone, where she complains of pain ; and within the scar the 
swelling ends in a nodule, of the size of a hazel ttut, obviously of 
.s stracture. 

SECCnaENT CANCER OF FACE. — TREATMENT. — DEATH. 
Iasb 47.^John D., a;t. 54, a cutler, always spare, but geno- 
L tally healthy, was admitted April 7th. 

_ He hod a large mass of cancer projecting from the right cheek, 
iiioa»urinK3luiche8a i. and ■j;ith5 inches vertieally. Its upper 
■ow, thf lower edge descended oh low 
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as the nostril, the inner part extended over the left side of the 
nose, the outer margin reached beyond the malar bone. The 
orbit, cheek, and malar and nasal bones were concealed behind it. 
The surface of the growth was very uneven, being partly ulcerated, 
partly covered with reddish-purple skin. The highest part of 
the mass was composed of the eyelids, which were oedematous and 
dosed. Much purulent discharge escaped from between them : 
the eye itself was sound. The right nostril was closed by a por- 
tion of the growth, and matter escaped from it also. Some 
hardened glands could be felt below the angle of the jaw on the 
right side. 

The whole disease was of less than six months' growth. He first 
noticed what seemed like a piece of gravel inside the right nostril. 
In a few weeks a tumour had formed, by which the nostril was 
closed. It continued to grow with great rapidity, and, in 19 or 
20 weeks from its commencement, had become a tumour on the 
front of the cheek, closing the eye. He then became an in-patient 
in the University College Hospital, and imderwent an operation 
for its removal. The wound healed speedily, and the nostril was 
again fi«e ; but in 5 or 6 weeks after the operation a lump appeared 
again on the side of the nose, which grew with very great rapidity 
to its present size, and was still increasing. The pain was very 
great 

The case was of course unsuited to any further cutting opera- 
tion. With some hesitation it was determined to attempt to give 
relief by Dr. Fell's plan of treatment. The complete removal of 
the morbid mass could scarcely be thought of. 

April 10th.-;-The acid was cautiously applied over a surface of 
5 inches in breadth by 2J in greatest vertical extent. The next 
day the scoring was begun. 

The paste made its way readily through the soft structure of 
the diseased growth, causing the whole to shrink perceptibly, 
and large fri^gments of it had been taken away by the 26th. 
For a short interval his health seemed to improve. The whole 
nose sloughed, and the base of the tumour was perforated towards 
the antrum and nostril, which cavities were consequently opened 
by its removaL Portions only of the disease remained here and 
there about the sides of the space from which the greater part had 
been taken, and these the general state of the patient did not 
admit of removing. The process of destroying so large a tumour 
and one in snch a position, was necessarily extremely painful. 
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IndicationB of diiease in his mtemal organs presented tiiemselveH, 
and all treatinent of the part was stopped. 

May 12th, — He died exhausted. Numerous small c 
tumours were fouad developed in his hver. 



Cabe 48. — Marj-R., tet. 62, a sallow, rather thin, married woman, 
was admitted March 21th, 1557. Sho was hurnC in the right 
arm when a child, of nine years of age, and portions of the cicatrix 
are still visihle. In the forearm, a little above the middle of the 
palmar surfaoe, Is a very uneven, mueh elevated masa of epi- 
thelial cancer. Its greatest length is in the asis of the arm, 
sures 3J inches. It is 2J inches broad. Its sorface 
is farmed of large granulations, which are not vascular, and 
i crossed by two deep fissures. The edge is partly hard and 
adherent to the deeper structures, and partly sinuous and sepa- 
rating. The discharge is small in quantity, hut offensive in 
odour, resembling that from a strumous fungus of the testicle. 
She suffers severe pain, which is of a stabbing and shooting cha- 
racter, and keeps her awake for hours at night. There is a some- 
what enlarged, but soft gland over the middle of the brachial 
artery. Axilla healthy. 

The disease began in November last, when a scale that had 
formed on a part of the cicatrix having been knocked off by a 
blow, a Imnoor grew out in its place, and rapidly enlarged. TVo 
attempts have been made to destroy the tumour by caustics, and 
one by the subcutaneous ligature, but the disease has each time 
grown again, with considerable rapidity, in the same place as 
before. Dr. Fell declined treating the case, alleging that it was 
not one in which his method could be contrasted with the knife; 
since the knife was unsuitcd to it, except for amputation. He 
I assented, however, to the attempt to save the limb from that last 

^^H resort. 

^^B March 25th. — 'Ckc paste was applied to the whole of the 

^^H diseased suiiace. It occasioned much pain. The next day the 
^^K surface was lightly scored, and on the following day the scores 
^^H were deepened couaidcrahly, the diseased mass having shrunk and 
^^B become friabb, although the surface vtas very hard, 
^^K April 3rd.— The mass appeoi'ed to be peiforated, the incisign^ J 
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fay diarrhoea and accuion&l hEemorrhagc : nad being ELn^ious io 
return to her Menda, she left tlie hospital. 

CANCER OF PENIS AND INGUINAL GLANDS. 

Cabe 50. — JoliQ S., lEt. 65, a milkman, was admitted June lOth. 
thia and ill, and lias an cxprcssian. of suffering and 
' on his countenance. The penis ends in a catdidowcT-hke 
growth, aa largo as au apricot. The aurfato of the growth ia 
tubercnlated, white, not Tasonlar, rather dry ; and the tuheron- 
lated surface peels off in small flakes. From the greater port of 
tlio surfaoe a ftetid discharge escapes. Nothing indicates the 
situation of the orifice of the prepuce. The body of the penis 
is hard and rather swollen; siimaes open here and thore upon 
it, discharging common pus. On the pubes, at the root of the 
penis, is a hard cancerous gland as large as a nutmeg, and clusters 
of the inguinal glanda aro enlarged on both sides. 

Ho has always had phymoeis. For 6 months he has had shoot- 
ing pains in the pcnia. More than three montlis ago his left tes- 
ticle BweDed, and soon afttrwarda he fii'st noticed a tumour form- 
ing in the foreskin. Considerable discharge took place from time 
to time, and oocaaional hajinorrhage. In an early etago of the 
diseaae ho asserts that he lost (>iss of blood at one time. He has 
had no bleeding from it lately. He sufiere severe pain. 

Burnett's fluid, diluted with eight, and afterwards with sixteen 
equivalents of water, was first used as a lotion. Flakes of the 
surface canio off a little more than before. The decoction of 
sanguinaria was then used : it waa more painfiil than the former 
lotion, but the flakes which came off were larger than before, and 
they separated a little more frequently. The difference waa very 
slight, and it was difficult to obtain any trustworthy information 
from the patient himself in Mb enfeebled and dejected condition; 
bnt when about to return home, it was the lotion of eauguinaria 
with which he requested to be provided. 

CAKCEB OF THE LIP. 
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epithelial, he had a large mass of enlarged glands on either nde, 
situated partly ahove and partly helow the ramns of the jaw, and 
so fEur adherent as to preTent him &om more than half opening 
his mouth. On the right side the skin had giTen waj at ths 
bottom of the mass, and rather a free discharge escaped. 

Dr. Fell declined the case. He might remore the leconcnt 
disease in the lip, but there would still be that in the glands; mi^ 
if that too could be removed (which was doubtful) it would cer- 
tainly return Tery soon. Such a case had better be left alone. 
If the first disease had been treated with his remedy, and not 
with the knife, he believed it would have returned only in the 
scar, or at any rate, would have been limited for a long period to 
that part. In some such cases it never returned at all, even ther«. 

19th. — The treatment was b^-un with the strong nndiloted 
paste. 

21st. — ^The whole surface of the sore came off with the dry 
dressing, and was raw and bleeding. Undiluted paste reapplied. 
Complained of so much pain from application of the sulphate of 
zinc ointment in the opening of the gland, that he preferred to 
give up the treatment, and go home again. 

CANCER OF THE LOWER LIP. 

Case 52. — A healthy-looking countryman, aged about 39, caaae 
to the hospital, having a superficial ulcer, with a firm bace, a little 
to the right of the middle of the lower lip; and just where a groore 
in the incisor tooth, and his own statements show, that he has 
been in the habit of carrying his tobacco pipe. The base oi the 
ulcer is a thin but hard mass of epithelial cancer. A snail ^ztd 
hard gland can be felt beneath the jaw. 

The paste was applied over the nkerated fforface, arid two izr- 
cisions made along it ; there was, however, modi didEc^ry i& 
making them, from the roek-like character of the e«tLk7. TLfc 
separation of the eschar showed that a stratum of diteue 7*sjczjM 
'beneath. Four or five separate tones the treatment was nzjtrw^ 
and an eschar brought away. At length, the las( Kre 
and the man went home, but there was still some sHgi^t L 
in the lip, which we suspected to be of caccercsi carsre. 

Observation : — Several cases of this disease were alir^ -zru^w 

aent, but in a much later stage. Tbcj were tsie£ j '.^.m^ 

urent cancer of the lip afier apemdan, m wiick ixusiiir>e 
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deBtraction of tlie lip and chin, with indoratioii of the gland«, liad 
abeady token place. A material improremeDt was effected in 
the condition of the parts, hj the substitutian of clean and partially 
cicatrized snr&cea, for those which had been fool and protuberant. 
But the improyeniont waa gained at an expense of aaffering, 
which the nugority of these patients could not endure. 
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